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| could have done no differlewbuld not have known how.

-Elizabeth Humbargan helpindapanese Americdnsing the war yeaid)e StocktonRecord 1978



Introduction

The history of the Japanesecommunity in the US during World War Il is often

retold against the backdrop of the battlefields of Europe and Asia, where Nisei

soldiers fought fiercely to prove their loyalty as Americans, or from within the

confines of the incarceration centers, where Nikkei families struggledto  lead a

life of normalcy aft er being forcibly removed from their West Coast homes. Yet

not only are the Nikkei wartime experiences as varied and multifaceted as the

thousands of people who endured them , but they also involved many other

individuals who were not of Japanese descent , people who, like schoolteacher
Elizabeth Humbargar, could do rno differentfF

The Japanese community as a whole rallied together in support of one other. But
there were also countless individuals outside of th is tightly knit community who
either on their own or within a group sought  fair and just treatment for the

Nikkei. They were everyday people R from ministers to teachers to farmers to
teenagersR who often endur ed condemnation from others who viewed those of
Japanese descent through eyes clouded by hatred, fear and suspicion. They were
ordinary people who took extraordinary measures for people they viewed as their

equals and more significantly, as their friends.

Here are the stories of just some of the everyday heroes whose experiences are
intertwined with those of the Japanese in America. Some of their  acts of courage
and compassion were written down or recorded in oral histories.  Others were
recalled in private moments shared with family members or occasionally in public
testimonies given in remembrance of the war. Still others were accidentally and
fortuitously discovered, perhaps by someone stumbling upon an old box of

letters, or a long -forgotten photograph. It is our hope that their experiences will

demonstrate the immense power behind individual acts of courage .



Outspoken Advocates

If we do not extend humanity's kindnessraleistanding to [the Japaesericans], if we

deny them the protection of the Bill of Rights, if we say that they must be denied the privilege of
living in any of the 48 states without hearing or charge of misconduct, then we are tearing down
the whole American system

-- Colorado Governor Ralph LCarr, 1942



Colorado Governor Ralph L. Carr (1887-1950),
who served from 1939 -1943, was a vociferous
advocate of the Japanese Americans, standing
alone among colleagues who did not share his
sense of justice. Although he supported the
war effort, he spoke out publicly against
Japanese American incarceration, viewing it as
unconstitutional. He welcomed in carcerees

into Colorado , but did not send the Japanese
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. . . . Governor Ralph L. Carr. Courtesy of the Library of
lobbied for the end of  incarceration, tirelessly — Congwss. / /

in his home state to the centers. Instead, he

working fto secure the fair treatment and freedom they deserved as  US citizens.
Unfortunately, this advocacy likely contributed to the end of his  political career .
Although he served two two -year terms as governor, he would lose his bid  for

the US Senate and his career in politics .

A son of a coal miner, Ralph Lawrence Carr was born in Rosita, Colorado, and
spent his childhood and you th growing up in the small community and attending
school in the city . After graduating with a law degree from the University of
Colorado, he went on to work as a newspaper editor and an attorney in various
small towns. He first moved to Victor, where he met and marrie d his wife,
Gretchen Fowler, and adopted two children , Robert and Cynthia . Two years later,
he relocated to Trinidad, and theni n 1915, to Antonito. His growing success as a
lawyer at the county and state levels culminated in 1929, when he was appointed
by President Herbert Hoover as the US District Attorney of Colorado . He then
moved his family to Denver, a considerable change since they were not
accustomed to life in the big city. In fact, throughout his career, Carr would not
lose sight of his humble beg innings, and his small-town upbringing shaped much

of his character throughout his life




Unfortunately, it was during this time that he suffered the loss of Gretchen, and
found himself raising his two children as a single father. A Republican, Carr also
was ousted when the Democra ts took power. Still, he remained an active part of
the Colorado political community as a prominent  attorney specializing in water
and irrigation law . In 1938, the Republic an Party nominated Carr as its candidate
for governor, a position that he won the following year . One of the first tasks he
tackled was balancing the state budget and saving Colorado from bankruptcy.

His political career had taken a promising turn, and he w as looked upon
favorably by his colleagues. In 1940, he was given the opportunity to run as vice
president on Wendell Willkie S ticket, a chance he turned down. He was
mentioned as a potential presidential candidate int he New York media. The year

after he became governor, he married Eleanor Fairall, a Colorado legislator.

It was at this time that the US was plunged into war following the December 7,

1941, attack on Pearl Harbor by Japanese Imperial forces. Immediately following

the attack, community and business leaders of Japanese descent were rounded

up and detained on suspicion of treasonous activity against the US government.

The anti-Japanese fear and hysteria that marked this period eventually led to the

passing of Executive Order 9066, which paved the way for the mass removal of

about 110,000 people of Japanese descent from areas along the West Coast to

i ncarceration centers f ur thome staterofiCalorato, Thi s i
which in a few months would begin construction of  the Granada Relocation

Center in its southeastern region.

Carwas a supporter of President Franklin Del:
had ful |y b anvivendentinhhe wadf®® its startin 1939 . But the
revacuati onR of the Nikkei, including Americ

comprehension. Upon learnin g of Executive Order 9066, he expressed outrage
and disbelief. He saw it as a blatant infringement of their rights as US citizens
and could not support the decision to incarcerate them without evidence or trial.

But required to comply with the federal ruli  ng, Carr agreed to provide a place for
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Japanese immigrants and Japanese Americans in his state, saying that it was a
rcivic r eRlpvasagdspgonsibilitytthat most of his colleagues would

refuse to take on.

Appealing to Colorado r e s i dsensaobf&rness, he asked them to consider

the ConstitutionSs tenets, which were design
those from a select group. Pointing to the preamble of the Constitution, which

begins,r We t he people of the Unicedd 81ateoeBRnSa
f We the people, who are descendants of the E
French. SR He eddHe samer inplieasot nis, fonother American citizens,

of holding Japanese American citizens without evidence or trial . Would they one

day share the same fate?

rAmache, R or the Granada Relocation &enter,
the end of June . The incarceration center opened in August 1942, just months

after the issuance of Executive Order 9066. Over the course of its three years in

operation, it would be the smallest of the ten incarceration centers, holding more

than 7,000 people of Japanese ancestry, two -thirds of who m were American

citizens. But even before it was built, the local commun ity of nearby Lamar was

up in arms at the presence of Japanese people in their midst , evidenced by the

rNo Japs Al l owedR si gn s Althdughpdma paaldwouldh st or e f
empathize with the Nikkei and voice their support, the majority would not b e so

compassionate.

While Carr protested the treatment of the Japanese American community,
refusing to send the Japanese in Colorado to the centers, and tried to incite his
constituents to do the same, thousands would express their concerns over his
position, claiming that the Japanese in America could not be trusted and should
instead be feared . Many protested his support of the Nikkei, with some calling

for his impeachment. But Carr continu ed to demand their just treatment and an

end to racist attitudes . In many of his speeches, he adamantly opposed the
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actions which had stripped the Nikkei of their civil rights and denied their
personal property . Defending the incarcerees, he expressed his own personal

distaste for the racism inherent in the treatment o f the Nikkei:

The Japanese are protected by the same constitution that protects us.
They have the same rights as we have. They are protected by the same
courts that protect us. If you harm them, you must harm me .| was
brought up in a small town where I k new the shame and dishonor of race
hatred. | grew to despise it because it threatened the happiness of you

and you and you.

The tide of anti -Japanese sentiment was often overwhelming, although attitudes
slowly began to change as news of the Nisei soldier s fighting overseas reached
the national media and evidence of traitorous activity by the Japanese

community failed to manifest . Still, racial prejudice held fast in Colorado. I n 1944,
the Colorado | egislature introduced a bill that would prohibit people o f Japanese
descent from owning land. Although the bill did not pass the Senate, it gave a

clear indication that anti -Japanese feeling was still strong.

Carr ran for Senate in 1942 against Ed Johnson, but did not win a seat. His loss
was largely attributed to his controversial advocacy of the Japanese community .
He returned to practicing law, and retired from politics. But then in 1950, he
planned to reenter the political arena, and ran for governor once more . But

unfortunately, a month before th e election, he passed away. He was just 62.

It would not be until many years after his death that his efforts to protect the
rights of Japanese Americans during the war would be recognized by mainstream
America as the work of a great humanitarian rather than a misguided politician .

But for those he fought for, he had always represented the best of America.
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Ralph C. Dills (1910-2002),
former Los Angeles judge and the
longest serving state legislator in
California, and John Francis
Shelley (1905-1974), former
California congressman and 35
mayor of San Francisco, were the

only two Capitol lawmakers to

oppose the incarcerat ion of

. L to R: Assemblymember Kevin Shelley, son of John Shelley, Senator F
Japanese Americans. POIOU/ar Dills, and Assemblymember George Nakano. Courtesy of the Honorabl¢

. George Nakano.
among his Gardena, Compton

and Lawndale constituents, Dills la ter helped write legislation that would grant
partial reparations to former incarcerees nearly forty years after the war. Shelley
consistently spoke out against the unfair treatment of Japanese Americans in

wartime and was a staunch advocate of civil right  s.

Born in Rosston, Texas, Ralph Clinton Dills moved to southern California in his

teen years with his parents and nine siblings. A s har ecr o [Diisevoréd s o n,
hard alongside his brothers to help out his family, first running the tumblers in

the family laundry business and then trying  his hand as a musician, a hobby he

would pursue through college and later. After graduating from Gardena High

School, he worked his way through his post-secondary schooling at several

California universities, serving as a substitute teacher and playing his saxophone

at honky -tonks. He first got his teaching certificate and then earn ed his law

degree. His fondness for school was not one shared with his siblings; he was the

only Dills who would pursue education beyond high school. It was about this

time that he met Effie Ernestine Wymore, whom he married in 1935 .

His entry into the political arena began in 1939, when he was working as a

middle -school teacher in Compton in south Los Angeles. One-fifth of the student
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body was Japanese, and Dills served as the adviser for the Scholarship Society,

whose members were mostly of Japanese descent.

While he was teaching, Dills was elected as a Democratic district assemblyman, a
position he held for five and a half terms. After ten years in the California
Assembly, he left to practice law and then became a judge. In 1961, his wife,
Ernestine, passed away. Five years later, he was elected to the state Senate , and
served until 1998 , during which time he would marry again twice . At the time of
his death in 2002, ¢ ontroversy surrounding his family life following his third
marriage to Elizabeth Ging Lee in 1970 and the adoption of her two sons would
unfortunately cast a gray shadow over his life. H owever, his reputation as an

rironman of Ca lrémhiedindeliale.pol i ti csR

His 42 years as an assemblyman and a senator made him the longest serving
legislator in California. As a senator, his efforts focused primarily on the public
education system, which he had strongly believed in for most of his life . In fact,
he was key to the development of several significant educational institutions in

the southern California region, including EI Camino Communit y College, California
State University, Long Beach, and the School of Law at the University of

California, Los Angeles.

Throughout his life as a teacher, musician, lawyer and judge, he struggled

through peri ods of unemployment and hardship , but he found his calling as a

public servant. Politics, he claimed, allowed him to help people and to get things

done. rBeing am somethi pgwsR leotsaiRidawmy bl o
experiences and those of the diverse community he served also taught him the

difficulties of eking out an existence on little income and resources. He grew to

appreciate a hard work ethic, and felt little  sympathy for those who opposed the

law.
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It was thus no surprise when he found himself advocating for the Japanese

American community during World War Il.  He could not understand how hard-

working, law-abi di ng citi zens coul d bWhehlPearbt ed as 7
Harbor was attacked on December 7, 1941, Dills was teaching at the Compton

middle school. In the days following the attack, his young students were

confused and scared. Dills remembered feeling a sense of outrage at the anti -

Japanese hysteria and fear that rose up in its wake, and thegover nment Ss
incarceration of those of Japanese descent. More than fifty years later, recalling

that time period li nwdnts tlda fteel lhey sw, di,t $s da
history teacher and a civil libertarian and a lib eral and have tosaytokid s | ftan St
explain. | cannot explain to you why American citizens are treated the way you

are going to be treated. SR

When the incarceration of Japanese Americans came up in the legislature, he

stood up and spoke adamantly against it, ar gui ng estylhwasupan t r av
these people who had harmed nobody except that they just happened to be

born a di f fleerwasrnfactowelofdwo . Cépitol lawmakers who would

vote against the mass confinement of Japanese Americans.He would fight for

their redres s as well, helping civil service workers gain credit for their time spent

in incarceration. He also made sure that, despite strong opposition from some
members of the public, a bill would be passed in 1982 that would make the first

direct monetary redress payment from the state of California to some 280

Japanese Americans.

In 1942, Dills and then Senator John Francis Shelley were the only two legislators
to publicly oppose Executive Order 9066. The two shared humble beginnings and

a fervent belief in prot ecting the rights of American citizens.

Like the elder statesmanDills,J ohn Francis rJackR Shelley al
working -class family. He was born in San Francisco, California, to an Irish Catholic

family, the oldest of nine children. But unlike Dills, who grew up in and around
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small towns, Shelley was raised in the citySs Mi s s i pattendng school c t
there. Life in a port city introduced him to his love of the shipping industry early

on. During his high school years, hej oi ned the Sailors$S Union o
American labor union based in San Francisco fo r sailors, mariners, and other boat
crew serving on US flag vessels. Every summer was spent at sea, and he

continued working as a merchant machine through his education at St. Ignatius
College, which would later become the University of San Francisco Law S chool.
After just two years there, however, the financial hardship of supporting the

Shelley family forced him to drop out, and for a short period he worked as a ship
purser. Eventually, he was able to get a job as a bakery wagon driver, which
enabled him to finish his studies at night, and he received his law degree in

1932. That same year, he married Genevieve Giles, with whom he had one
daughter, Joan-Marie. However, he continued to work with the B akery Wagon

Dr i v Brios & a business agent. He then ¢ hose to practice law until he was

elected to the State senate in 1938, and then again in 1942.

During World War 11, he served briefly with the Coast Guard. He went on to fill
various community posts, including president of both the San Francisco Labor
Council and the Cal ifornia American Federation of Labor and became a
congressman in 1948, serving eight terms until 1964, when he became mayor of
San Francisco,the first Democrat elected in 50 years. He held the office  for four
years. In 1952, Genevieve died, and a year later he married Thelma Smith, and
had two children , Kathleen and Kevin, who later became involved in politics as
well. Shelley became a lobbyist for San Francisco at the State legislature until his
death in 1974.

Shelley faced many challen ges during his tenure as mayor, facing race riots,

publ i c wor kertshS srtSruinknmeesraboafd gleo vreh,iRopi eR radi c
movement. Throughout his four years, Shelley sought to improve relations

between the African American community and the local gove rnment. He was

known as a civil rights advocate , and his stance opposing the confinement of
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Japanese Americans during World War Il was widely known . After casting one of
two votes against incarceration, both he and Dills faced threats of expulsion from
the legislature, which thankfully did not come to fruition. His son, Kevin, who was
only 18 when his father passed away, said, "My dad's vo te seems like a no -
brainer now, b ut at the time, it spoke to who he was and what he believed in,

and he passed that on to me."

ShelleySs contributions to Japanese Ameri can
would be aptly summed up by Daisaku lkeda, a respected Buddhist teacher who
often visited the US, in his 1993 speech honoring his own contributions to world
peace. Speakingtoacrowd at San Franci s c oh8expradsed hisMe mor i al

gratitude to the audience, and then asked them to remember Shelley:

Mayor Shelley used to roll up his sleeves and work with the people. | feel

deeply moved at the work of such a champion  of human rights, who

devoted himself to unceasing dialogue for
particular, we should never forget Mayor
he stood firmly opposed to the confinement of Japanese Americans in

internment camps durin g World War Il .
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As edltor of the Bainbridge Review, a newspaper based on Bainbridge /slanad,

Washington, Walter Woodward (1910-2001) and his wife Milly Woodward

(1909-1989) penned editorials lambasting the violation of t  he rights of Japanese

Americans incarcerated under Executive Order 9066. The Woodwards encouraged

their Nikkel neighbors, the first to be forcibly removed from their homes, to

contri/i bute to the paper as rcamp corresponde
deaths, marriages, and other events so that they would not be forgotten . Despite

Strong anti -Japanese sentiment, their paper stood alone in its  consistent and

public championing of the Nikkei Ss constitut

Born on Bainbridge | sland, a tiny island in Puget Sound, Washington, Mildred

( r MR Lobgygrew up in her home state but spent only summers on the island.
She and her siblings would not settle permanently there until  later in life. She
graduated from the University of Washington in Orient al Studies and was fluent
in Japanese. After gradu ation, she moved to Juneau, Alaska, where she worked as

an English teacher. It was there that she met Walter Woodward .

Walter was a Seattle native, the son of a physician and a homemaker .

He graduated from the University of Washington as well, but as a pre-med
student. He was more interested in journalism than medicine, however, and
throughout his studies, he worked without pay as a cub reporter for the Seattle
Times. After graduating, he found a job as a journalist for a Juneau paper.
Working on a story at the high school there, he met Milly. They got married in
1935 and settled on Bainbridge Island. Walter would commute to his  now paid
job for the Seattle Times while she worked as a teacher on the island . In 1940,
when they were both barely thirty years old, they bought the small town  gossip
weekly Bainbridge Review. In 1941, Walter quit his job atthe  7/mes, and they
both committed to the Reviewfull time. In its first year under the Woodwards,
the Reviewwould expand to not only report on local events  but also to
editorialize important issues. The paper in fact became known for  its honest

reporting, strong editorial voice and for its featured open forum, where all letters
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to the editors from Islanders would be printed, regardless of their stance on

issues.

The Woodwards would publish their first controversial story before America

entered the war, about the British ship the  Warspite, which was being repaired in

a Bremerton shipyard near Bainbridge Island. Not only did i ts blood -splattered,

ruined decks serve as a graphic indication of the reality of war but also its

presence in US waters clearly indicated Amer
rneut r al R fasttthene wese.several British ships under repair in

Was hi ngt on Ss anahe ¥bodwaals feltst was their obligation to

inform Island natives aboutthe irpr esence. Despite hatthe NavySs
local media voluntarily censor this information, the  Reviewpublished the story,

which was quickly picked up by the national press. In turn, the paper received

national attention, and 7/ime magazine lauded the Woodwards for their

courageous reporting. Years later, Mary, their youngest of three daughters,

recalled that her parents felt compelled to publish that first story. The

Woodwards said, rThis is part of what we need to do. We need to be honest with

~

ourreadersandso [we]publ i shed it.R

After Pearl Harbor was attacked on December 7, 1941, a wave of anti -Japanese
hysteria and fear quickly swept through the nation. AlImost immediately following
the attack, hundreds of people of Japanese descent were rounded up and

arrested by the FBI and other government agencies on suspicion of treason.  The
fate of the remaining population of Japanese Americans and immigrants of
Japanese descent was under debate. Tiny Bainbridge Island was not immune to

this paranoia.

A small, multi -ethnic community, the island was home to groups of immigrants
who first arrived in the late 1800s , including many Issei, w ho were drawn to the
Island by a promising agricu ltural industry. By the early 1900s, Bainbridge Island

had not only a growing farming community but also an active shipbuilding
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industry. At the time of the war, there were more than forty Japanese families

living there.

The day after the attack, RevawreportedtHfeinawst o1 ext r
about the bombing. It also encouraged the people of Bainbridge to remain calm

and level-headed about their Japanese neighbors , who had not shown any signs

of disloyalty to the US. Yet in spite of this, rumors about possible espionage

among the Japanese community began to circulate.

As early as February 1942, the Reviewwould rise to the defense of the Japanese

Americans in Bainbridge and throughout the nation , warning the community

against the rdanger of a blind, wild, hyster
ancestry to Japan.R It would also attest to
can say that the big majority of our Japanes
record bespeaks nothing but | oyalty: their s
Reviewst at ed that the paper r[would] not dispu
its considered wisdom, calls for the removal
rbasedecessiiyand not h aReviewidvould ingishom the preservation

of the rights of Japanese American citizens if such measures were taken.

Some residents did not shar e Reheswiido dwar ds S
small budget, suffered economically over canceled subscriptions and the loss of

advertising revenue. However, the Woodwards persisted in their  opposition .

Resident Isamu Nakao recalled later that the Re v/ m&@Sst he rone voice
stood with us. R Hailmeeenforgeth lkeow that r [Whltar} took

a big beating as far as subscription and advertising losses, however he kept his

integrity. He knew what the Constitution and Bill of Rights were all about."

In March 1942, it became clear that the incarcerat ion of the Japanese in Amer ica
was imminent. The Revien§ sditorials became more urgent and vehement,

guestioning the validity of the revacuati on,
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HarborSs attack and Execut ievidencOofdcéunl 9066 and
espionage. It also questioned the constitutionality of such an action, pointing out

how internment would be a violation of the rights of US citizens. But on March

24, the civilian exclusion order for the Japanese on Bainbridge Island was issued,

and more than 270 residents of Japanesedescent were given one week to leave.

They were in fact the first group to be forcibly removed to an incarceration

camp. The Bainbridge residents were sentto Ca |l i f dvanzanar Raocation

Center, before eventually bei ng allowed to transfer to the Minidoka Relocation

Centerinl daho, where most of SeattleSs resident

Unable to prevent the mass removal of their friends and neighbors, the

Woodwards redirected their efforts to  establishing a vital communication link

bet ween the incarcerees and tTheReviewst of t he
maintained its opposition to the violation of Japanese American rights and

freedoms, but it also recognized that it was important that these people who had

become an integral part of the Bainbridge community must not be forgotten.

They therefore hiredyoung, hi gh school rcamp correspond:«
news from within Manzanar, and then Minidoka. The  Reviewfeatured information

on everything camp -related, from marriages to new recruits to the batting

averages of baseball players. The Woodwards hoped to keep the Bainbridge

Japanese at the forefront of the | ocal C O mmu
worked. Their daughter Mary recalls her pare

weekly column of camp news:

They always presented it that way. That these are our neighbors who are
away for awhile. They're going to be coming home and we want to keep
up on their lives. That... | think that was just brilliant on their part, just
brilliant. Because it had that effect. It had the effect of... we knew when
Fudge and Tad got married. We knew when David was born. We knew
when Kay and Sam got married and when Bruce was born. People, could

keep up on that. They were always identified not as... not as Jerry Nakata
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from Manzanar has as a .50 batting average, whatever t hat is, but it was
Jerry Nakata of Winslow. They were always identified by the area, where
they had lived on the island. So they were still... they were still Bainbridge
residents there. People were able to keep up not only with those who

were away in camp who could read what was happening on the island, but

the opposite was true.

From April 1945, Bainbridge Nikkei residents began to resettle on the island, and
largely because of the Review, they were welcomed back by the local community
with open arms . More than half of the residents returned, one of the highest
percentages of resettlement in the country .

After the war, the Woodwards continued to work in support of their community.

They left Washington State for Washington, DC, to work for the Republican

National Party. | n 1963, the Woodwards stepped down
eventually selling the paper in 1988. Milly returned to teaching high school and

Walter worked on the editorial board for the  Seattle Times, eventually

transitioning to a guest columnist and leader of various community boards. In

1989, Milly passed away. In 2001, Walter died. Throughout their later years, they

would be honored time and again for their responsible, ethical journalism, an d

for their full embrace of the freedom of the press. But more so, they would be

remembered for their heartfelt and passionate fight to protect the rights of

American citizens.
References:
rAsian American Journalists Association honors Walt and Milly Wo odward. R ( n. d .

Bainbridge Island Historical Society. Accessed on July 6, 2015.

http://www.bicomnet.com/woodward/

22


http://www.bicomnet.com/woodward/

rBl JAC MWaslttoraynd Mi | | (n.d ) \Brainldidge Islahd JApanese
American Community. Accessed July 5, 2015.
http://www.bijac.org/index.php?p=HISTORY WaltMilly .

Co |l as ur d dhe Intennrkeat.of Japanese Americans as reporte d by Seattle
Area Weekly Newspapers: A Seattle Ethnic Press Report. R Seattl e Ci vi |
Rights and Labor History Project, University of Washington, 2005. Accessed
July 5, 2015. http://depts.w ashington.edu/civilr/news colasurdo.htm .

Elfendahl, Gerald W. rRemembering Walter Woodward (1910 -2001). R
Historylink.org, March 22, 2001. Accessed July 6, 2015.
htt p://lwww.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cimé&file id=3111

rdJournalist Walt Wdadambndger/standdReview, Jund 9, 2008. R
Accessed July 5, 2015.
http://www.bainb ridgereview.com/news/19677664.html .

Salyers, Abbie Lynn. The Internment of Memory: Forgetting and Remembering
the Japanese American World War Il Experience . Ann Arbor, MI: ProQuest,
20009.

Woodward, Mary. /n Defense of Our Neighbors: The Walt and Milly ~ Woodward
Story. Bainbridge, WA: Fenwick Press, 2008.

23


http://www.bijac.org/index.php?p=HISTORY_WaltMilly
http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/news_colasurdo.htm
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=3111
http://www.bainbridgereview.com/news/19677664.html

Faith in Action

We thoughthey needed help, so we helped.

-- Quaker Mary Blocher Smeltzer, in 1990, recalling her time at Manzanar Relocation
Center
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Quaker missionary Herbert V. Nicholson (1892-1983) was an active and ardent
supporter of the Nikkei community. Together with his wife, — Madeline (1888-
1983), Nicholson provided spiritual and moral  guidance to the Japanese
community throughout the war. When  Japanese men were detained at army
internment camps after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Nicholson assisted them as
an interpreter. When the Nikkei were forcibly removed from their homes, he
helped them transition into the incarceration centers. He traveled more than
50,000 miles between centers and camps, bringing many their abandoned
personal belongings. He spoke out against incarceration and in defense of their
civil rights at churches, community organizations, military bases, and on Capitol/
Hill.

Herbert Victor Nicholson w as born in Rocheste r, New York, at the turn of the
twentieth century. He was one of seven children, raised in a close -knit Quaker
family. He spent his early years in New Jersey and then moved with his family to
Pennsylvania, where he attended the Quaker school of Westtown. He would
remain in the Philadelphia area through college. After graduating from Haverford
College, a small, private liberal arts college, he decided to become a missionary
in Japan. In 1915, he worked as a secretary to a Quaker missionary in Tokyo,
where he met Madeline Clara Waterhouse, a Methodist, whom he married in
1920. A year later, they had their first child, daughter Virginia.  In the 1920s, they
moved to the city of Mito, north of Tokyo, to help the community there, building
a senior home and ministe ring to lepers. During this time, they had two more
children, Samuel and Donald. By living among the Japanese and raising a family
there, he developed a deep affinity for the people and culture. But because of
growing tensions b etween Japan and the US, he and his family were compelled
to move back to America in 1940, settling in Pasadena, California. Once there,
Nicholson took on a position with an all -Japanese American West Los Angeles

Methodist Church, where Madeline served as the Sunday School administra tor.
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Immediately following the December 7, 1941, bombing at Pearl Harbor, the
government rounded up people of Japanese descent on suspicion of traitorous
activity. Issei men were shipped to federal detention facilities, and Nicholson
sought to help out t he families affected, including those on Terminal Island , a
small fishing community in the Port of Los Angeles . He drove back and forth
from California to Washington, offering  his support, counsel, and interpret ation
skills to the men who were det ained in the internment camps and to their

families.

In February 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066,

which paved the way for the mass removal of Japanese immigrants and people

of Japanese descent from their West Coast homes to incar ceration centers further

inland. Nicholson again reached out to support the community, helping f amilies

prepare for their move and settle their finances when the government froze their

accounts.t Evacuati onR orders dictated ttheyat peopl
could carry with them , so much of their personal property had to be abandoned

or sold. But Nicholson was able to save some of their things, having them store

their belongings in the chapel of the church . He did whatever he could to ease

their fears and assist them in transitioning to their temporary quarters. When the
families were set to make the | ong trip fron
incarceration centers, Nicholson and other American Friends Service Committee

members served them breakfast, a small but welcome comfort for many who

were scared and uncertain about their futures

Once the families were living behind the barbed wire fences of the incarceration

center, Nicholson continued to offer his aid. For his parishioners who were

confined atthe Manzanar Relocation Center in the California desert , he drove his

Dodge pick -up truck between detention facilities and incarceration camps  across

the states to deliver their belongings Rr f r om tr ucks Raodothert ki tten
items, eventually traveling some 50,000 miles. Madeline was actively involved in

lending her support as well, making visits to the Hillcrest Sanitarium, which
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served as a detention center for people of Japanesedescent who were stricken

with tubercul osis.

In a tribute to Nicholson, who was recognized in1982as t he r1r Quaker of t
Year R by s uMEremdly lewer, an independent Quaker newsletter

editor Chuck Fager described hi s work during the early years of the war

Although then in his fifties, Nicholson was an indefatigable worker, and
once he understood what was happening he became a kind of

combination circuit riding preacher, social worker and advocate for the
internees. He travelled almost constantly, tens of thousands of milestot he
isolated camps in California, Arizona, Texas and as far away as Montana,

Louisiana and Mississippi.

In 1944, Nicholson, a group of Friends of the American Way members and

members of the AFSC, met Dillon M yer, the director of the War Relocation

Authority, on his visit to Pasadena. Nicholson pressed Myer about closing the

camps since young Nisei men were at that time fighting in the US Army. Myer,

who would | ater acknowl edge t haencourhged evacuat
Nicholson to go to Washington, DC, and speak to Assistant Secretary of War

John J. McCloy himself, which Nicholson did.

Although he had very little money, Nicholson made his way to the Pentagon,
hitchhiking along the way. Once there, he met with McCloy, who informed him

that public opinion was the main reason the centers remained open. People all
along the West Coast had written scores of letters , demanding that the Japanese
should not be allowed to return. Nicholson  thus started his own letter-writing
campaign, to demonstrate public opinion from the other side. In just four
months, more than 150,000 letters made their way to McCloy in support of the

closing of the in carceration centers.
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In 1945, as the centers began to shut down and incarcerees began to make their
way back to their homes or to other  areas in the US, Nicholson helped th ose
resettling in southern California . Soon after, he directed his attention to oc cupied
Japan, compelled to help with the rebuilding of the war  -torn nation. He
recognized that the Japanese people were suffering from the loss of their basic
needs, particularly the shortage of milk. W orking with Heifer Project International
Nicholson raised money to bring goats first to Okinawa, and then to Yokohama.
With his help, more than 5,000 goats were donated to Japan, some delivered

personally by him, earninghimt he ni ckname ofR(m Yraglie)n®o @Ot R s

In 1951, he and Madeline returned to Japan to live, and they remained there
until 1961, when they returned to Pasadena to continue their ~ ministry with the
Japanese community there. Even in his senior years, Nicholson was always
working to help his Japanese friends. | n 1981, just released from the hospital
after a third bout with cancer, he would testify in Los Angeles at a hearing

concerning redress.

In his tribute to Nicholson, Fager wrote that the treatment of the Japanese
community during World Warll was a rdark chapter in our hi
Nicholson was one who provided the light of hope for many through that bleak

period. Just one year bef orFagerMiote that hesvasaSs deat h,
rcourageous witness against t tonebrightegtust i ce,

then, but which has continued foralmost f orty years after internrt
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Peace activists Mary Blocher Smeltzer
(1915-2012) and husband Ralph E.
Smeltzer (1916-1976) worked with the
Quakers to assist Japanese immigrant
families r e vac u at e d Rhomhes,o m
including families on Terminal Island,
California, in 1942. After volunteering as
teachersat Ca l i f dManzdnar S s
Relocation Center, they set up a Church of
the Brethren hostel in Chicago for Niser

who were allowed to leave incarceration Ralph E. Smeltzer and 18nonth-old Bryan Nogaki, at the
Greater New YorkRelocationHostel. Courtesy of Hikaru

for work, eventually housing about 1,000 Iwasaki, War Relocation Authority.

Nisel. After the Chicago hostel was shut down in 1944, they opened another in
Brooklyn, New York, in spite of controversial media coverage and local

opposition. After the war, the Smeltzers continued to help others resettle.

Born near Portland, Texas, Mary Blocher was
raised in a family of cotton -growers. One of
four children, her family w as a member of the
Church of the Brethren , a 300-year old church
committed to worldwide peace and justi ce.
They left Texas when she was just five, and in
that same year, they moved first to Indiana

and then to California, where her family

settled. She attended school in La Verne , later

Mary Blocher Smeltzer, second from left, plays H H
Chinese Checkers at the Greater New York graduatmg from Pomona Junior CO"ege and

Relocation HostelCourtesy of Hikarulwasaki, War

Relocation Authority. then La Verne College, where s he got her
degree in math . She attended graduate school at Pomona, where through a
reciprocal program she had already been taking classes, and received her
teaching credentials. It was during this time in the 1930s that she got to know
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Ralph Smeltzer, a member of the same church, and a fellow graduate student

one year behind her at Pomona. Ral ph was get
he would go on to become a biology teacher. She got a job teaching at

Westwood 600 miles away, and for four or five times d  uring the winter, she and

a group of other teachers would drive the long distance north. She ta ught at

Westwood for two years. In 1940, she and Ralph were married.

Ralph Emerson Smeltzer was born in Chicago , and like Mary, raised in southern
California by parents who were members of the Church of the Brethren.  One of
three boys, Ralph grew up embracing the tenets of the Church, which were to
promote peaceful living and work towards reconciliation.  Following his post -
graduate studies at Pomona College, Ralph took on his first job  as a long-term
substitute at Jacob Riis High School in Los Angeles in 1941. That year, both Mary
and he would meet every week with the American Friends Service Committee,
also known as the Quakers, with whom they worked on various social justice
issues. After Pearl Harbor was bombed, Ralph, a conscientious objector, refused
to sell war savings stamps in the school and lost his job. He then took on a job
as a substitute teacher in LA, which offered only intermittent work. In fact, both
he and Mary worked as substitute teachers , struggling to make ends meet . At
that time, they lived in Boyle Heights, an ethnically diverse Los Angeles

neighborhood with a considerable Japanese population.

On February 25, 1942, the Japanese residents of Terminal Island, a small fishing
community in the Port of Los Angeles, were given 48 hours to leave their homes.
The community was thrown into chaos, frantically rushing to pack, take care of
personal business, and secure personal property like fishing boats and gear R
much of which in the end had to be abandoned. Concerned about their welfare,
Ralph took a day off from teaching so that he could help the families prepare for
t hei r r e vwherutlzetJapanese Retainees were made to move from
temporary detention facilities to  the incarceration centers, the Smeltzers helped

serve them breakfast and prepare for the long trip. They  both then decided that
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they would teach at the concentration camps , where they could continue to he Ip

students.

They found a civil service job at Manzanar, where they began to teach high
school in September. Although they were assigned housing with other
Caucasians, they chose to live in the barracks with the Japanese incarcerees. They
shared a space with a group of Kibei men, serving as their resident managers.
During a riot following an attack on one of the Manzanar incarcerees and the
detainment of Nisei men, Ralph hid one of them on the floor of his car so that

he could escape the angry mob that th reatened to harm him. The Smeltzers
remained at Manzanar for about six months before they decided to move on.

The Smeltzers worked with the Church of the Brethren , which agreed to sponsor

a hostel in Chicago in early 1943. The Church would cover the exp enses of
running the hostel, including small stipends for Ralph and Mary. Knowing that

many of the older Japanese would be reluctant to release their children from
confinement because of briteioru t urnRegsrdBeeton
various relo cation centers to set up a ne twork
of people. He worked to convince the Issei to
release their kids to find jobs, and told them
that the Church w ould help them with a low-

cost place to live . The government would

locate jobs for them at companies like the

Curtiss Candy Company and Kuneo Press.

After the Smeltzers helped house about one _

Ralph E. Smeltzer plays ping pong with Sumiye
thousand people’ they closed the hostel Hiramoto, at the Greater New York Relocation

Hostel. Courtesy of Hikaru Iwasaki, War Relocatio
Authority.

because of the sizable Japanese population
that had settled there, and went to Brooklyn,
New York, where they worked with the Baptist community to start a hostel there.

It was May 1944, and an ti-Japanese sentiment still ran strong. Although they
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encountered opposition by neighboring businesses who did not want Japanese
people living near them, they opened the hostel with little incident. They were
there just until August, when Ralph was offered a position with the Brethren
Service Commission in lllinois. They turned the hostel over to new management,

and moved to Elgin. At that time, Mary was pregnant with their first child.

With the closing of the camps, the Smeltzers, who were by then experienced at
assisting Japanese Americans find housing and employment, helped families
resettle into mainstream society. After the war, although the Smeltzers would
maintain their connection with the Japanese American community, they would
move on to help othe rs in their fight for social justice. Ralph helped post -war
families in Austria, and was later joined by Mary and their two children. In the
1960s, Ralph was active in the civil rights movement , serving as a mediator
between African American leaders and the Caucasian establishment in volatile
Selma, Alabama, in 1963. His admirable efforts at Selma to alleviate the racial
divisiveness there have been the subject of much recent attention.  In the 1970s,
Mary would establish the Church of the Brethren rWomaen's CaucusRto
encourage the h iring of women within the  Church. Although Mary lost Ralph in
1976, she would continue her work to promote peace until her death in 2012,
actively participating in nuclear testing protests and working with the Peace

Corps in Botswana.

For both Ralph and Mary, their work with the Japanese American community

during World War Il was just part of their everyday efforts to help others and

promote peace in the world. Viewing the treatment of the Japanese ~ Americans as
unjust, they set about to make changes as best as they could. When asked why

she chose to help, Mary responded in a way that would typify both her and her

h u s b a sedti®ents towards working forpeace: r 1 t Ss just part of
part of being a Christian, being a peace person, part of doing what | think is
right.R
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Above and Beyond the Call of Duty

[D]uring my stay in the 1'OBattalion there were so many good things that happene@rie me
is that | have great admiration for a group
no greater reward that can come to nmnanghsan t h

countryé

a

-- Major James Lovell, Executive Officer, "0@fantry Battalion (Separate), in 1994
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US Marine Robert E. Borchers (1921-2015) spoke out against the
unconstitutional treatment of Japanese American citizens under Executive Order
9066 after serving in the war at Guadalcanal in 1943 and then in Nagasaki. In a

letter reprinted in Time magazine, the 22 -year old veteran wrote to the Ame rican

Legion, denouncing the runAmericani smR and

Japanese Americans. He was then court-martialed, his record marked for bad
conauct, and he was sentenced to six months of hard labor. On an appeal,
Borchers was reinstated. The greatest reward for his courage came from
hundreds of Japanese Americans who wrote him letters of support, thanking him

for his actions.

Robert Edward Borchers was born in Hyde Park, Chicago, in 1921, to a journalist
father and a mother who took on various odd jobs to support her family . One of
three children, he grew up as his neighborhood transformed into an increasingly
diverse community, first consisting of a thriving Jewish population and then
transitioning into a primarily African American comm unity. These early years were
greatly influential in the development of his values, and  he came to embrace
racial diversity and to appreciate the social and economic hardships that many

minorities faced.

The Borchers themselves lived modestly, raising th eir childrenR at the time, just
the two boys R in a one-bedroom apartment. During the summers, they would
drive to Pasadena to visit their friends, William and Bea Carr. Robert went on to
serve in the Marines in the war. He was with the Se cond Marines Divisio n in
Guadalcanal in 1943. And in late 1945, he was with the Fifth Marine Division in
Nagasaki. During the war, he would contract malaria and would spen d time at

Camp Pendleton in recovery.

Once, when Borchers was being treated for malaria a t the Naval Hos pital in San
Diego, the Carrs told him about the incarceration of Japanese Americans.

Borchers was outraged. Although he was just 22 and in a hospital bed at the
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time, he asked them what he could do to help. They suggested that he write a

letter to the Ame rican Legion, which had been putting forth a clear anti-Japanese
agenda. From his hospital bed, Borchers wrote a letter blasting the American

Legion and others for the treatment of Japanese Americans , whom he described

as being r.RHisretter,aceprintedin the December 20, 1943, edition of

7ime magazine under thetitle ,r | nqui si t i on Rievcalddbisferventgel e s

belief that what he fought for overseas was not what he was now witness to :

| Sm putting it mildly whbwhod Weshallfighti t makes
this injustice, intolerance, and unAmericanism at home! We will not break

faith with those who diedoWe have fought
recuperating to fight again. We can endure the hell of battle, but we are

resolved not to be sold out at home.

Because of his actions, Borchers was court-martialed. His record was marked for
bad conduct , and he received a sentence of six months of hard labor. With the
help of a Marine attorney, he appealed the decision, and was able to get
reinstated. Yet he remained an object of scorn for those who opposed the

closing of the incarceration camps and the release of Japanese Americans.

What would remain with Borchers until his death was not  the resentment his

letter generated among the opposition , but the outpouring of gratitude from

Japanese Americans who wrote hundreds of letters to him. Although he could

not save all of these letters, he saved 13 of them, which his son Robert 1 B o b. R

Borchers, discovered in his papers a couple of years after his father moved into a
nursing home. Hi s osldhave mad $oeatry theseDedtets inahis

military seabag through those roughdays R and t hen back to Chicag
Southside.R T h e hedadtsaveddor seventy years included one from h igh
schooler Taeko Omori, who wr ot e from Ari zonaSs Poston Rel
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| am more than grateful because | am one who is living in a relocation
center, shut away from my dear friends and not free to my unalienable

rights. | am an American citizen and | surely think that | am privileged to

my |liberties, donSt you?
Yet it was not only the Japanese Americanswho f ound Borchers$S |l ette
with their own feelings about the treatment of the Nisei. It was also fellow

soldiers serving overseas, many alongside Japanese American soldiers, who were
angry at the violation of the very rights and freedoms that they were fighting for.
Sergeant Wadsworth Likely, who would later become one of the  original
members of the national American Veterans Committee, wrote ina  letter to the

Timemagazineedi t or in response to Borchers$S |l ette

| think | have a right to expect that the fundamental human rights which

are held up as a banner for us now are still in existence when | get back.

The emotional, hateful racial prejudice shown by certain Californians

against anyone with yellow skin who can b
tear down the Constitution of our country not only for loyal Americans of

Japanese descent, but for all loyal Americans [ 0 ]

They say many owf whatdweSrekfioghting for r
the good work and weSI | know right well w

against, when we get back.

In 1960, Borchers would move to Minnesota , where he would live until his death

in March 2015 . During his lifetime, he would serve as a salesman for Tube Turns,

a manufacturer of oil, gas and petrochemical processing components, and then

for Rockwell Manufacturing Company, a maker of tools.  Although he suffered

from dementia in his senior years, his son would read and re-read to him the

letters he had always cherished. r Despite serious pr&bBems wit

s a i Dad pouored forth enormous and unforgettable laughter and tears ~ .RFor
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many Nisei and their families, Borchers was a man whose courageous act they

would never forget.
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Major James Lovell (1907-2001) began his career as a teacher in Hawaii, giving
instruction to some of the young men whom he would lead in the near future. A
member of the Hawalii National Guard, Lovell was selected by Lt. Col. Farrant L.
Turner as the executive officer and second -in-command of the 100 " Infantry
Battalion (Separate) at the u n & ta8. Widely beloved and respected by his men,
Lovell was known for fighting at the frontline alongside his men when other
commanding officers generally remained at the rear. He suffered serious injuries
for his bravery and also earned numerous combat awards, including a Purple

Heart, Bronze Star, and Silver Star.

Born in Nebraska, James Wilbur Lovell grew up in the town of Hastings, known at
the time for its brickmaking and cigar manufacturing industries. He studied at the
University of Nebra ska, where he proved to be a fine athlete , earning nine letters
in football, basketball and track, and eventually being inducted into the

universitySs s pHisiovesof spoadwouldsdrve him imseveral ways

throughout his life.

In his third year at the Nebraska State Teachers College in Kearney, Lovell was

one of five candidates selected to teach in Hawaii. He had just one year left to

complete his studies. But his parents, who had not approved of any other offers

he had already received, encouraged himtogo . r Now youSre going so
his father told him. H e thus accepted the job and left for the islands in 1930.

The transition from the Midwest to the Pacific was relatively easy. As Lovell
himself would explain to the Hawaii Herald in 1992, his upbringing in Hastings

helped him prepare for the move:
IThe people of Nebraska are pretty down -to-earth people, SLovell states

simply. fAnd we had quite a few Oriental people in Nebraska. Hastings, my

hometown, has a religious coll ege, so we had quite a few Orientals there
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as well as at the University of Nebraska. No, it was not a difficult transition

[to Hawaii] at all.S

His first teaching job was at Washington Intermediate School, where he gave
instruction on mechanical drawing and spent time as a coach for the baseball,
football, and track teams. In 1933, he moved to Roosevelt High School, where he
taught for another six years . During that time, he married Maui native Genevieve
Buchanan, his first wife, with w hom he had two children, James , Jr.,and Maile
Gene. Lovell then taught at an English standard school, and ended up at
McKinley, a high school whose student body consisted of a considerable

Japanese American population. Its principal, Miles Carey, was a st aunch advocate
for the Japanese American youth, and his support of his Nisei students  would

f oster L oforeiness$osthedVisei kids. He was there for just two years
when he was named Dean of Boys . And then Pearl Harbor was attacked on
December 7, 1941.

By that time, Lovell had already been serving with the Hawaii National Guard and
was a member of its football team. He had joined the National Guard in the  mid-
1920s, and served for six years in Nebraska. He had in fact joined the Hawaii
National Guard just one year after his arrival in the islands, and had been called
to duty when the 298" and 299™ Regiments had been activated in October 1940.

More than 1,400 Japanese American members of the 298 " and 299" were sent
to the mainland and formed into the 100 ! Infantry Battalion (Separate) . Their
commander, Lieutenant Colonel Farrant L. Turner, had chosen Lovell to serve as
his second-in-command and the executive officer. As his commander in the
National Guard, Turner was very familiar with Lovell Ss b a c.kavellbadn d
been his right -hand man, and they both believed that the 100 ™ presented the
Nisei wit h the perfect opportunity to  prove that they were loyal Americans to

those who doubted their national allegiance.
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The unit was unique , not only because it consisted primarily of Japanese

American soldiers. The 100" wasalsoan rorphanR unit, not atta
r p ar esgirmheRt. There was no precedent for such a unit. When the ~ 100th

reported to it s first assignment at the training grounds o  f Camp McCoy,

Wisconsin, Lovell drafted its table of organization, sorting out everything from

the acquisition of uniforms to transportation to the organization of its various

components. It was this organizational plan that ended up being used by the

entire military.

In addition to being highly organized, Lovell was an exceptional leader for the
Nisei men. Along with his being a teacher, Lovell had also been the athletic
coach at McKinley and Roosevelt . He had developed a close bond with many of
the Japanes American boys who were now draft -age, and strongly believed in
not only their loyalty but also their ability as soldiers.  The feeling was mutual. At
CampMcCoy,bot h he and Turner worked to instil!]l
towards the Nisei, speak ing to the local media, businesses, and community
organizations and attesting to their national loyalty. He also watched out for the
men, most of whom had never lived away from their Hawaii homes. Sometimes,
the young soldiers would run into trouble after ~ a night of drinking and revelry.
Whenever that happened, Lovell would be the one to retrieve them from the

local police station.

On the battlefield, Lovell was known to fight alongside his men on the frontlines,
rather than at the rear, with the battalion headquarters. At the brutal battle at

Cassino, when the soldiers were maki ng their way up to the monastery, Lovell
was there at the forward area with the men. Inthe Hawaii Herald article, Sgt.

Warren lwai, C Company, recalled:

As | approached towards the castle, | saw a silhouette of a sold ier in front
of me. | Whatthetee¢k? WhoS6s this soldier in fron

ThereSs not supposed to be anybody in fro
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As | approached him, it wardatthian . Lovell o
commander! What army in the world would you find the battalion

commander in front of the point man in the attack? Let me tell you, you

wonSt find anything |ike that in any othe

battalion commander out frontliket hat , worrying about his

It was at Cassino that Lovell was seriously injured, shotinthe back and in his
legs. But fortunately, he surv ived the attack , dragged to safety by one of his men

His wounds were so severe, however, that he was sent home.

His courage and his dedication to his men earned him their ~ profound respect
and admiration. He also earned numerous military honors, including a Purple
Heart with cluster, Silver Star, Bronze Star with cluster, Victory Medal, Combat

Infantry Badge and 10 -year Continuing Service (Hawaii National Guard) medal.

After the unit returned from the war, Lovell  served as both the president and the

director of the 100 "'Ss v et er ans c¢ | ubLovellworkddinshe | at er year
building and wood supply industries. For 27 years, he worked for hardware and

lumber merchants Lewers & Cooke, Ltd., making his way up from a department

manager to the president of the company. He continued his love of sports,

coaching the college all -stars in the 1955 Hula Bowl. When Lovell r eached his

senior years, his son from his second marriage, Roy Yokoyama, recalled that

elderly gentlemen would stop him and thank him profusely for what he had

done for them.

Throughout his life, Lovell had served as a teacher, athletic coach, battalion

commander, and corporate executive. He was highly regarded by whomever he

led, whether they were young students, soldiers, or employees. For the Niseli, his

loyalty was incomparable. Private First C| ass Lei ght on AGmpayR Sumi
aptysummedup Lovel | Ss support ofHHet Is¢é aMiesieiwi $ &l did
Hawai i boys and backed them up 100 percent!F
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Colonel Virgil R. Miller (1900-1968) was
highly respected and admired by the men
of the 100" Infantry Battalion/442 "
Regimental Combat Team as their
commanding officer. He led the Nisei

through some of their most decisive

battles in Italy and France, including the
rescue ofthe r L ost Battalio.
unit suffered some 800 casuallties to save
211 men of a Texas -based regiment in the
French Vosges Mountains, and the final
push through the Gothic Line. His strong

leadership and unwavering courage

Colonel Virgil R. Miller Courtesy of the United StateArmy.

earned him numerous medals, inc luding a
Silver Star, Legion of Merit and Bronze Star. After the war, he continued to be a
fierce advocate for Nisei soldiers returning home, publicizing their wartime

heroism and sacrifices, and openly defending their rights as Americans.

Born at the tu rn of the twentieth century in the southwestern region of Puerto
Rico, Virgil Rasmuss Miller moved with his family to the capital city of San Juan
when he w as a teenager. Miller and his two siblings all attended school there
while his father, Paul Gerard M iller, served as a commissioner of education until
1921. During World War I, Virgil volunteered to serve with the Puerto Rico Home
Guard, a local militia assigned to help defend the island and maintain public
order. In 1920, he was appointed by the governor to attend the United States
Military Academy at West Point . It was a special honor because he was among
the first from the territory to enroll there. In 1924, he graduated as an Infantry
Second Lieutenant and became one of th e first two Puerto Rican Americans to

graduate from West Point.
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In 1925 in New Jersey, he married Ann Mc Goughran, with whom he had five
children. He returned to Puerto Rico the following year and served with the 65 ™
Infantry, and then at various posts in the US. In 1940, he was transferred to
Hawaii and served at Schofield Barracks with the 21 st Infantry Brigade and the
24™ Infantry Division. He was there in Hawaii with his wife and family on
December 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was attacked by Japanese | mperial forces.
After the attack, he reported to duty at Fort McClellan in Alabama , returning to

Hawaii soon after .

Throughout these initial years of his military career, he had worked with people
of diverse ethnic backgrounds . It was this experience that led to his consideration
for his leadership role with the Japanese American soldiers. In June 1943, he was
assigned as the executive officer of the 442" Regimental Combat Team, a unit
comprised primarily of Nisei soldiers. He joined the men at Camp Shelby,
Mississippi, for training, where they earned a reputation for their excellence in

combat skills.

Miller himself would describe the nextthreeyearsas rt he most sati sfact
rewarding of my t hiWihigthiyrelaively shortftimesteer vi ce. R
developed a strong bond with the Nisei soldiers, and they share d a mutual

respect and admiration for each other . More importantly, even though he was an

officer and they were his soldiers, they recognized each other as equa Is in

humanity .

Fighting w ith the 442 " Miller took part in several European Theater campaigns,

including Rome -Arno, Germany, North Apennines and Po Valley. In October 1944,

Miller assumed command of the 442 " and led the unit through its successful

rescue of the rlLost BattalionR in the French
battle that resulted in hundreds of casualties, the 442 "4 saved more than 200

men of the 1 st Battalion, 141st Infantry Regiment of the 36 ™ Division, which had

been surrounded by German troops. Miller was promoted to Colonel to replace
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Charles W. Pence, who had suffered serious wounds during the battle. In January
1945, he was offered the position of commanding officer of the 65 ™ Infantry
Regiment in Puerto Rico, but turned it down to continue on with the 442 ™. In
April 1945, Mi | | er al so spear heade@ermahyeWih the 39S
Battalion commander Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Pursall, Miller created the

decisive plan for a nighttime 3,000 -foot climb and a pincers attack at dawn. The
soldiers surprised the Germans, eventually breaking through the Gothic Line

along the western coast of Italy. Miller then led the 442 " in its capture of Mount

Folgorita, Massa, and Turin.

Aft er t he Mier relhiguishredcommand of the 442 " and stayed in Italy
until 1947. He went on to serve in Turkey and then returned to the States where

he taught military science and tactics at various universities, including
Pennsylvania State College and the Univer sity of Michigan, where he also served

as a research associate until 1954.

Even after his leadership of the 442 " came to an end, he continued to  support
the Nisei soldiers. Realizing the challenges they would face upon thei r return
home, Millerspoke publ i cly about the sol dilerssS
informed people about their courage, honor and sac rifice on the battlefield to
allay any doubts about their wartime contributions and to foster a better
understanding of the Japanese Americans , easing the racial discrimination that

returning families faced.

When Niseiveteran Pr i vate Fir st Class Richard H.

membership into the American Legion was rejected because of his race, Miller
sent letters of protest to Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes, Assistant Secretary
of War John McCloy , and Post 51 commander Dean Helbig, criticizing the

L e gi oonudpson of American ideals :
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When supposedly reputable organizations such as yours violate the
principles and ideals for which we fight, these young Japanese -Americans
are not the only ones to wonder about our war aims. Millions in Europe

and Asia, too, will learn of your action and question the sincerity of

American policy and ideals.

His defense of his men well beyond the boundar ies of the battlefield and well
past the war 8asatestamenita Bis fierce devotion to the Nisei

soldiers.

Mi | | e r I8rgthysevvice in the military was highlighted by numerous awards,

including the Combat Infantryman Badge, Silver Star, Legion of Merit, and Bronze

Star with oak leaf cluster. For Miller himself, the pinnacle of his remarkable

military career was his serv ice with the 442 ", of which he was particularly proud.

At a 1960 Hawaii reunion with the 442 "4, his wife, Ann, recalled how Miller easily
reconnected with his soldiers. The Ni s e rrecogni z[ed] him
member of andehdy 2a lRIIthe baoter and exehtinge of

a n e c d olm verisng &bout his service with the 442 ™ RCT,Miller himself wrote,

r Of the honors | have received, Il am most
Badge, earned with the unit, and the fact | received a battlefield pro  motion to

Col onel as a member of the unit. R

For the Nisei soldiers, Miller was much more than just their commanding officer.

He was also their friend, and one who was sorely missed when he died in 1968.
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And Justice for All

So began the process of recovering my citizenship. Wayne Collins gpse freansyon our

behalf. This dedicated civil rights attorney and fearless champion of democracy was forced to ente
individual suits for each of the 5,000 renunciantstiBefase was completely closed in 1968,

he and his staff had prepared and filed over 10,000 affidavits.

| dedicated my first bo8kyimming in the Americaiy this great man, a man to whom | owe so
much. The dedicati on r eGColinswho eesScwed mehas anmaricam y O
and restored my faith in America.é

-- Hiroshi KashiwagiStarting from Loomis and Other S{@04S3)
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In December 1945, then Captain Hyman Bravin (1913-1992) provide d legal aid
to about 75 mainly Kibei soldiers from the 1800" Engineer General Service
Battalion, an engineering unit comprised of soldiers of Japanese, German, and
ltalian descent, who were appearing before the Board of Officers to  be
discharged. Under government surveillance for suspected disloyalty, the soldiers
were given blue discharge s and denied any veteransSbenefits despite their loyal

service. In the 1980s, Bravin represented the men before the Army Discharge

Review Board,c ondemni ng t heir treatment dlisprong war

bono work enabled their discharges to be upgraded t o r honor abl e. R

Hyman Bravin was b orn in Newburgh, New York, and remained in his home state

where he was raised and educated. He attende

Roman Catholic college, and received his law degree in 1936. In 1942, Bravin
began his four year service with the US Army , training combat troops and

eventually earning the rank of Major

For the majority of his life, Bravin worked as a criminal and civil trial lawyer. He
actively worked for the public good , motivated in part by his strong religious
beliefs but also by his steadfast conviction in human rights . In the 1950s, he
headed a mass transit ridersS advocacy
chairman of the Bronx Liber al Party. In the 1970s, in a landmark case, he fought
for racial desegregation in Br ooHehlsonSs
servedasNew Yor kSs ¢ ommi s s is affaies,randdhe commander o n
the Jewish War Veterans. But it was not until the 1980s that his social justice

work would come full circle, when he agreed to once again represent the men

whom he had last assisted more than 40 years prior during World War II.

These were the Nisei men of Company B, 1800 Engineer General Service
Battalion, of the former 525 " Quartermaster Service Company which had been

disbanded in 1944. The 1800 ! was an engineering unit specially made up of men

of German, Italian and Japanese descent wh o wer e rrprotestors
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and who were hence being monitored by the US government.  Among the Nisei,
their resistance took on various forms, whether in their refusal to complete the
loyalty questionnaire or in their opposition to the forced removal of their family
members to incarceration centers. Whi le some were sent to the federal detention
facility at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, others were demoted to the rank of private
and assigned to the 1800 .

During the war, most of these men had served in Tennessee and Mississippi,

where they had trained and performed various military duties , including the

repairing of roads , bridges and other property that had sustained some damage

from the training of combat troops . Despite being singled out for surveillance by

the US government, the unit worked hard  to fulf ill its assigned duties. The 1800"

in fact had been applauded by the local community  for its performance and

dedication. In May 1945, the men had received a commendation for their rescue
effortsafter t he hi storic flooding of Mibsissippinsas$S Whi
Valley.

In 1945, Bravin was assigned to offer legal assistance to 75 of the 1800 ™ Nisei

men whose discharge was to be determined by the Board of Officers. Most of

the men were Kibei , or Americans of Japanese descent who had been educated

in Japan, and many had difficulty speaking English. With the help of an

interpreter, Bravin worked hard to secure them the honorable discharges they

were due. But while many of the Nisei men who could speak for themselves had

received honorable discharge s, the Kibei, unable to properly state their case, did

not. In 1946, all of the men Bravinr epr esent ed r e@Eatheved a 71 bl ue
honorable n or dishonorable)di scharge and were denied any

despite their years of wartime service a n d B b laest efforss .

In 1980, former private Kiyoshi Kawashima reestablished contact with Bravin and
expressed his desire to review his discharge. Kawashima had served in the 1800 ™

with other Nisei soldiers who had been sent to Fort Riley, Kansas, where they
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were forced to pick up trash along the highways while under guard. He recalled

being harassed by people driving by, whowouldcallo utr Jap pri soners! R
them. He was repeatedly denied the chance to visit his father, who suffered from

tuberculosis and wa s confined to a Los Angeles sanitarium. His requests to be
transferred to ArizonaSs Poston Relocation C

had been incarcerated, were also denied.

Bravin agreed to represent him and the other men of the 1800 ™ on a pro b ono

basis before the Army Discharge Review Board. During the review, Bravin testified

to the board that the soldiers had received
because of their ethnic background. He also pointed out that they had earned

high marks on their military performance records. Two years later, their appeal

was asuccess.Kawas hi ma h aRdischargs revisédltothenorable. The

ruling served as a test case for up to 300 others to apply for a revision to their

r bl dischuarges.

The ruling was a tremendous success and a significant decision for the Nisei who
had lived nearly 40 years with the mark on their permanent records, despite

having demonstrated their national loyalty during the war. It was for this that
Bravin was honored by the Nisei soldiers. In later years, the surviving members of
the 1800™ would gather together in camaraderie for several reunion dinners with

Bravin as their guest of honor.
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Wayne M. Collins (1899-1974), a San Francisco based civil rights lawyer, battled

incredible odds as a champion for Japanese Americans. He represented

individuals and groups during and after the war, often clashing with such titans

as the US government, the American Civil Liberties Union, and even the Japanese

American Citizens League. His clients, many of whom he represented pro bono,

included Fred Korematsu, [va Toguri dSAqui nc
of Peruvian Japanese who had been interned in US camps and thr eatened with

deportation. Over a period of two decades, he worked tirelessly to help more

than 5,000 Nisei regain their US citizenship after they had renunciated their

status during the war.

Born in Sacramento, California, Wayne Mortimer Collins moved t o Oakland with
his family, and then eventually settled in San Francisco in 1908, where he
received his education. In 1934, he was one of the founders of the Northern
California American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and served as one of its

directors.

Collins took on the US government in the 1944 landmark  Korematsu v. United
States case with Ernest Besig from the Northern California ACLU . Representing
Fred Korematsu, Collins argued against the constitutionality of Executive Order
9066, which set the stage for the forced relocation of all people of Japanese
descent from West Coast areas to regions inland. Following the issuance of
Executive Order 9066, Korematsu had refused to comply with the evacuation

order and underwent facial restructuring to  change his appearance in order to
avoid incarceration . For his actions, he was arrested and imprisoned. Collins,

along with Besig, argued that the government had no right to detain a loyal
American citizen. Unfortunately, Korematsu was found guilty of resisting Execu tive
Order9066.1 t was not wunti |l | anvietionwoulddd voited.r e mat su S
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During the war, Collins also worked with Besigto shutdown Cal i f quleni a Ss
Lake Segregation Center stockade . Tule Lake was known for holding

rtroubl &meopleo Japanese descent who had demonstrated various

forms of resistance,f r om answeNdRgomw Nbohe | oyalty quest:i

protesting the incarceration. Besig had received reports from several sources
about the abuse and inhumane treatment of prisoners there. The National ACLU,
which at the time was closely aligned with the federal government and the War
Relocation Authority that ran the centers, prohibited Besig from stepping in, so

he turned to Co llins for help. Collins made many visits to Tule Lake, finding the
evidence he needed to bring legal action against Tule Lake authorities, despite
the protestations of the ACLU. He was outraged at the treatment of Japanese
Americans there, and he demanded justice for the incarcerees. A year after his

first visit, the stockade was permanently closed.

Collins also assisted about 4,700 Tule Lake Japanese American incarcerees who

had renunciated their citizenship dur i ng t he war. Cl assified
these incarcerees were slated for repatriation when President Harry S. Truman

issued a proclamation in July 1945 authorizing their removal to Japan . Once

again in opposition to the National ACLU, Collins argued that these incarcerees

had relinquished thei r citizenship under duress . Filing mass civil suits and thenR

because of a ruling that placed the burden of proof on each renunciantR

individual suits, Collins succeeded in regaining their citizenship rights  after a

long, 14 -year struggle .

After the war, Collins continued to take on cases that no one else would touch.

He represented the infamous Iva Ikuko Toguri d SAqui a&a r T¢qReRyo Rose

prisoner-of-war in Japan who had been forced to broadcast anti -American
propaganda .hadbBeh gharged with treason and imprisoned but had

been released on good behavior. Collins led a retrial in which he exposed false

a ¢

testimony against her, a CalindaArgpresented 366a s par d

Japanese Peruvians who had been forcibly r emoved from their homes to US
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detention facilities to await repatriation to Japan. With the conclusion of the war,
these internees found themselves without a home to return to. Peru, which prior
to the war had demonstrated anti-Japanese sentiments, denied their return. The
US, in turn, also refused their presence, considering them illegal aliens despite

the fact that they had been forced to enter the country. Collins worked to release
them from confinement, and allow them to remain within the US. Most were

released to work at Seabrook Farms in New Jersey.

Speaking at the Tule Lake pilgrimage in 2014, Co | | i nastdBneys\Wayne
Collins, Jr., would reveal that his father came up against other titans including the
Japanese American Citizens League, which he argued was driven by the

me mb e r siBterests father than the protection of democratic principles for

the Japanese American community. The younger Collins spoke about how his
father had devoted much of his life to helping others, and often sacrificing time
with his own family . He described his father, who was relentless in his

commi t ment to helping the Japanese Ameri cans

Present at the Tule Lake reunion, writer and filmmaker Sharon Yamato noted how
Wayne Collins, Jr., spoke with pride about his father, and how the younger Collins
appearedto understand and embrace his fatherSs dedica

democracy:

Bound by truth, independence, and personal integrity, Wayne M. Collins,
like Socrates, fought for eve r y o Eenditational rights. When leadership
and institutions threatened to deny the renunciants those freedoms,

Collins devoted a lifetime to undoing this wrong. As the humble torch -
bearer stood before an audience of grateful beneficiaries, Wayne Colli ns,

Jr, understood better than anyone what this fight meant.

CollinsS remarkable achievements were carrie

had in fact resumed much of the work his father had begun, taking on some of
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his unfinished cases, includingthat o f d SHewism, it seems, runs in the

family.
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In the 1980s, husband and wife Paul T. Minerich and S

Lisa Nomiyama headed a legal team which set out to

cl ear the records of surviwv
McClellan DB (Disciplinary Barrack) Bo y s, #net w
Japanese Americans who in 1944 were court -martialed
for refusing combat training in protest of the egregious
treatment that they and their families had received

during the war. Testifying before the Army board,

Minerich and the men would not succeed in having the

me n S s -mantial cohvictions expunged from their
records, but were able to amend their dishonorable Paul T. Minerich in 2015.

discharges, reinstate their ranks, and secure back pay and other benefits.

After Pepperdine University law student Paul Thomas Minerich married his
Santiago High School classmate Lisa Nomiyama in 1973, her father, Tim
Nomiyama, shared with him the court -martial papers he had been issued during
World War Il. The elder Nomiyama revealed that he had been penalized for his
military resistance during the war, and became known at the time as  one of the
Disciplinary Barrack Boy s, BoBoyB®. R Al ong with his
take on his father-in-1 a wc8se to restore the rights that had been deniedto  him

and the other men more than forty years prior.

In March 1944, after the draft was reinstituted for Japanese Americans, about one
hundred Nisei soldiers from Fort Riley, Kansas, were transferred to Fort McClellan,
Arkansas, for combat training. In protest of the racist treatment  that they and
their families received during the war and during President F ranklin D.
RooseveltSs AeHoitRileylf 9vhed the Nisei sbldiers were confined
and held under armed guard { the men as a group chose to refuse combat
training. Twenty -one of the men were court-martialed for their disobedience,
resulting in dishonorable discharges, the forfeiture of their pay, and sentences of

hard labor of up to thirty years.
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In 1945, through an act of clemency, their sentences were reduced , and in 1946,
they were paroled and released from prison. Following their release, advocate
Charles Edmund Zane, a friend of one of the resisters, worked to have the
verdicts from their court martial overturned and sought to gain presidential
pardons for the men. But his request for a hearing was rejected, and in 1949,

President Truman refused to pardon the men.

Thirty years later, | earning about his father -in-l awS$s  Minerithoesuned the
caseagai nst t hRtakingbBer veherg Zane had left off in 1954. Zane,
who had grown frustrated over his unsuccessful attempts to gain j ustice for the
men, fully supported Minerich in his task. Starting in January 1980, Minerich
began preparing for his case. He focused his arguments on the fact that these
men had been subject to racist treatment fueled by the anti  -Japanese fervor that
had taken hold in the US following the attack on Pearl Harbor. He also
demonstrated how the men had been denied their basic constitutional right to
guestion their unjust treatment. He argued that they should have been allowed
to rparticipate in the same rights and i deal
for.R

In January 1981, the Army finally agreed to change the dishonorable discharges

of all the men who made the appeal to honorable discharges.  But Minerich did

not stop there. The men pointed out that the change was not an admission of
wrongdoing on the ArmySs part, butherjust a p
persisted, arguing to the review board that American democratic principles d o

not equate patriotism with r kintd obedience ,Rand that it was unreason able for

the military to expect submissive compliance from men who had been subjected

to various injustices by their government . The review board finally relented,

awarding t he eleven men credit for their years of co nfinement after the ir court

martial. A year later, their discharges were also revised to reflect the conclusion

of their enlistment rather than their release from confinement as the condition of
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their discharges. But although the board agreed that the sent ences that the
soldiers had received were unduly harsh, it would not vacate their court -martial
convictions. Still, the case was a success for the DB Boys, who had finally received

the acknowledgement that an injustice had been done against them.

Throughout the review, Minerich remained steadfast in his commitment to clear

the records of those he felt had been discriminated against . He persisted in
proving that the men had been denied their basic rights as US citizens and more
importantly, as human beings . His argument centered on his adamant belief that
the DB Boys had essentially been punished for their Japanese ancestry, and not
simply for disobedience. In arguing their defense, he also recognized that they

were not the only Nikkei who had faced such un fair treatment during the war.

MinerichSs role in assi s tonsewralfronts. Hdchesei was
to resume an eight -year long unsuccessful legal battle. He chose to take on a

case that was more than three decades old. Minerich also  chose to represent a

group of men who were neither well -known nor celebrated. Minerich himself
explained that the men were viewed by some
in combat training, unlike the men of the 100 ™ Infantry Battalion/442 "d

Regimental Combat Team, who were viewed as heroes. But for Minerich, these

Nisei men demonstrated a different kind of heroism by standing up for what

they believed in. His motivations were not unlike those of the DB Boys

themselves, who recognized an injustice and refused to accept it.
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Friends in High Places

oNbI . President, if you dondt mia&p | wahd ho
about how things wer e handde@verghéngisunder abrirdél,t k n o w
and | said thereds stil]l p[in Basvaiilthe talk ift@ ev acuat
Molokai. baidd 6 m not going to tell you the probl ems
going to faceéthat Otselnloty ony iag etalktatal we v evamd
just leave things alone?[Rlobert]Shiver§-BI chief|[Mr.[Delos|Emmongmilitary governor of

Hawail] t hey have control of t@&@is... | f you don

-- Hung Wai Chingretelling what he saitb President Franklin Delano Roosevatta
meeting inWashington, DC, May 1943.
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Throughout his law and business career in Honolulu,
Hawalil, Vermont native Charles R. Hemenway (1875-
1947) took on numerous roles in the community,
serving on the boards of major local firms. As head of
the Board of Regents at the University of Hawalii, he
came to know the young men who would become
members of the 100 " Infantry Battalion (Separate) and
4427 Regimental Combat Team. As their mentor and
friend, he stood behind them, vouching for their
integrity and their loyalty as Americans. Hemenway was
also influential I n the de

. . Charles R. H in 1907. Court
Japanese Americans from the same fate as mainiand of the Pacific Gmmercal Advertiser.

Nikkel who were sent fo incarceration centers.

Born in Manchester, Vermont, Charles Reed Hemenway was the second child in a
family of five children. His father , Lewis Hunt Hemenway, had been born in
Thailand (then known as Siam) to missionary parents and had settled in
Manchester, where he worked as a doctor . His mother, Maria Reed, was a
Vermont native. In the late 1870s, the family lived briefly in Saint Paul, Minnesota,
but returne d to Manchester . Early in his life, Hemenway demonstrated his
academic ability and high level of dedication . He attended Burr & Burton
Seminary in Manchester before going to Yale University, like his brother, where
he received his BA in 1897. Hemenway then went on to law school in New York
City. In 1899, he left New York for Hawalii to teach mathematics and mechanical
drawing at Punahou School, a private school in Honolulu. He would remain in
Hawaii for the re st of his life . In 1901, he married Jane Muns on Colburn and

began a successful career as both a public servant and private businessman. He

Ve

Hav

leftt hat practice in 1907 to accept alnthabsi ti on

same year, his only son, Charles Reed Colburn, Jr., was born, and Hemenway was
appointed by the governor to help found the College of Agriculture and

Mechanic Arts, which would eventually become the University of Hawaii.
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In 1910, he resumed his private practice, and later began working with Alexander

& Baldwin (A&B), one of Hawaii Ss reBR gc dcFmprani e soligaghyofer i t abl e
sugar cane processors with considerable political power. In 1920, he was elected

astheUni ver si t ySs B ohaimdn, and renRieeag & that position until

1940. At the same time he continued with A&B, where he would work for nearly

thirty years, serving as their vice president and assistant manager until 1938,

when he took on a position as president of the Hawai ian Trust Co., and then

president of their board of directors, which he  held until his death. In addition he

also served with numerous other organizations, including the Hawaiian

Commercial & Sugar Co., Ltd., and Hawaiian Electric Company.

Hemenway was a man who stood firm in his beliefs of human rights. During

World War |, while serving with the university, he stood behind faculty member
and German national Professor Maria Heuer, whose position was terminated
when she refused to give up her German cit izenship and take a loyalty oath.
Hemenway protested the policy that allowed her termination based solely on the
grounds of her foreign citizenship. His opposition to the anti -German sentiment
at the time foreshadowed his fight for the rights of Japanese A mericans during
World War II.

In the 1920s, Hemenway and his wife lost their only son, who was just a teenager

at the time , in a tragic accident . His loss likely served as the impetus behind

He me n w geedtsand unwavering s upport of many of the youth ~ who crossed

his path during his tenure at Punahou and UH . Hemenway served as the

surrogate father to many teenagers and college students, opening his home to

them and helping them with counseling, friendship and financial support.  His

kindness and generosit y enabled many who could not afford the tuition  to enroll

at the university . Football player Thomas Kaulukukui, one of the recipients of
HemenwaySs assistance in the 1930s and the f

American honors, statwayg Rt hatd mPappeldéemé pl ac
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heart.R With great a Hismlohasdr theolsiands and pepptec a |l | e d

made it possible for many of us to attend the University, who would otherwise
not have had the opportunity. R Kaul uk uk ui hirbesommedn woul d |

athletic director at UH and a football coach.

At a time when the only minorities allowed into the homes of wealthy Caucasian
families were domestic helpers or service workers, He menway Ss open do
with students from all ethnic backgroun ds was unheard of. Yet h e developed

special bonds with each of his young students, who in turn , like Kaulukukui,

P

respectfully and fondly cal | eRandwhomeferrédo p ,
to him as rThe Father of the University.R

His guidance became key for many Nisei men during the war, when their desire

to serve their co untry ran counter to the racism and strong anti -Japanese fear

and confusion that they and other Nikkei faced . Immediately following the

December 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbo r by Japanese Imperial forces, the head

of Honolulu S §BI Robert L. ShiversandHa wai i Ss mi | iDélas Engmogso v e r
consulted Hemenway about the situation, and asked for his advice on the
rJapanese problem. R Because of Haéapasesevay Ss
Americans, Shivers was convinced of their loyalty to the US, and only a relatively

small group of them were interned, whereas all of those of Japanese descent in

mainland West Coast areas were forcibly relocated and incarcerated.

Also followin g the attack, members of the UH Reserved Officers Training Corps
(ROTC) were ordered to report for combat. Most of the ROTC consisted of
Japanese American students. That same day, they were asked to join the Hawaii
Territorial Guard (HTG), which was to rep lace the Hawaii National Guard units
that had been federalized following the attack. But in January 1942, amidst the
growing paranoia directed against the Japanese community, the HTG was
disbanded and reformed the next day without any Nisei soldiers. The m  essage

was clear: the Japanese American soldiers were not to be trusted. The men were
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devastated. Many were also angry, and rightfully so. They had demonstrated their
national loyalty as ROTC and HTG men. Why was the government turning its

back on them now ?

In response, one month later, the men forged ahead to form the Varsity Victory
Volunteers (VVV), a group of volunteers who would serve as support for the

Ar my S'sEndgnders at Schofield Barracks on Oahu. They took on manual labor
projects and did wha tever they could to prove that they were willing to fight for

their country.

One Nisei, Ralph Yempuku, recalled being extremely bitter about his discharge
from the HTG. He expressed his frustration to Hemenway , who listened with
compassion, and then encouraged him to turn his anger into something positive.

Yempuku stated:

He listened to my story and told me that he didn't blame me if | sat back

and finished the war at the University but that it would make him proud to
see me join the VVV and that he thought | should consider the future and

go ahead and present my other cheek, so to speak. | took his advice and

have never regretted it.

Hemenway fully endorsed the VVV, and would consistently voice his public
support as well as his profound admiration of the group. He kept in close contact
with the young men of the VVV throughout the year. In a letter he wrote to the

VVV in late 1942, Hemenway stated:

More and more of our fellow citizens are beginning to understa  nd that
your loyalty to our country is just as real as theirs and are also beginning
to see that it is given under conditions which are definitely hard and
unfair. You are fighting for an ideal and that is worth all the personal

sacrifices which you are ma king. This war can only be won by those who
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are fighting for liberty and justice to all - and all means everyone of every
race. The old notions of superior and inferior races has been proved wrong
and must be discarded in the thinking of all of us. No indi  vidual and no
race has any monopoly of those traits of character which in combination
make good citizens. Understanding, tolerance, integrity, justice and
friendliness always win in the end, as they always have and will again. You
men are in my thoughts ev ery day and you probably do not realize how
deeply | appreciate the daily proof you are giving that my confidence in

you has been more than justified.

In January 1943, the VVV disbanded so that its membersR including Yempuku R

could join the 442 " Regimental Combat Team and the Military Inte lligence

Service.H e me n w eole $isestoring the faith and fortitude of so many of these

Nisei young men is made evident by the fact that he was granted honorary

membership in the 442 "™ RCT aswellasthe 100" | nf antry Battali onSs
organization, Club 100.

Just a brief glance into the life of Hemenway reveals the profound admiration

and high regard that so many felt for him. He was acknowledged time and again

for his contributions to the people of Hawa i not only by his colleagues and

business associates, but also by countless students, soldiers and friends. At the

time of his death in 1947, a member of Club 100 would express the sense of los s

felt by all whose | ives wegolume doaddeasilybel by He me
written on his kindness and consideration if time and space are available 0 His

rich life and accomplishments may well serve as a textbook for us to follow in

the future. R
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During World War /I, Chinese
American community leader Hung
Wai Ching (1905-2002), secretary
of the Nuuanu and Atherton
YMCASs in Hawali, was appointed
to the Morale Section, created to

maintain order among racial

groups under martial law and to

act as a liaison between the L to R: Shigeo Yoshida, HgWai Ching, and Charles Loomi®ceive
merit citations from Lt. General Robert C. Richardson, Jr. Courtesy of

civilian government and military US Army Signal Corps.

governor. Hung believed in the national loyalty of the Nisei soldiers , but also
understood that wartime anti-Japanese hysteria made it nearly impossible to
prove this loyalty . His level-headed guidance inspired the Nisei to band together
to form the Varsity Victory Volunteers labor battalion —and eventually the 442"
Regimental Combat Team, which gave the Nisei the opportunity to demonstrate

their allegiance to the US .

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, to Chinese immigrant parents, Hung Wai Ching  was
raised in a mixed ethnic neighborhood close to the downtown area. One of si X
children, Hung grew up living and playing near the NuuanuY oung MenSs

Christian Association (YMCA) which would become an important part of his own

life in his lateryears. When he was just a child, HungSs f

accident, and his mother struggled to raise her six children alone. Hung took on

various odd jobs to help the family while he attended school. After he graduated

in 1924 from McKinley High School, he went on to study at the University of

Hawaii (UH), where he earned his degree in civil engineering. He then pursued

his divinity degree at Union Theol ogi cal
from Yale Divinity School in 1932. Two years later he married his high school

classmate, Elsie Tong, with whom he would have three children.
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Beginning in 1928, he served as the Boys S WdSecketary at the Nuuanu YMCA,
a position he would hold for ten years. In 1938, he took on the position as
secretary of the nearby Atherton YMCA, which he held until 1941. His interaction
with the mixed racial community of young men who attended the YMCA gave
him unique insight into and an appreciation of  the dynamics among the melting
pot of races that lived in Hawaii. For this reason, he was sought out by
government a nd community leaders in matters concerning race relations in the

Islands.

In December 1940, Hung was invited by the FBI, Army and Navy Intelligence
divisions, and community leaders to join the Council on Interracial Unity in
anticipation of the upcoming war to foster the harmonious relations amo ng the
various races of Hawaii. On December 7, 1941, Japanese Imperial forces attacked
Pearl Harbor and various military areason Oahu, and Hawaii Ss wor |
into chaos. Concerned about the escalating anti -Japanese paranoia that followed
the attac k, military governor Delos Emmons put together a Morale  Section to
serve as the bridge between the military and civilian communities, appointing
Hung, YMCA leader Charles Loomis, and Japanese American school principal
Shigeo Yoshida as its leaders. Their job was to enact the policies put forth by the
Council on Interracial Unity and to also  serve as the liaison with the Emergency

Service Committee, which was largely made up of Japanese American leaders.

Hung reported to Colonel Kendall Fielder,w ho was i n charge of Hawz:
security, and Robert L. Shivers, head of the Honolulu FBI . He intervened on behalf

of countless Japanese community members to prevent their detainment or secure

their release from confinement. Immediately following the  attack on Pearl Harbor,

Emmons had assigned Fielder to arrest a daily quota of persons of Japanese

ancestry. But Fielder had refused to comply, Il ar
it.
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Hung in fact remained a staunch advocate of the Japanese American co mmunity

before, during and after World War II. Growing up among the Nisei, he had no

doubt that they were loyal Americans. Yet he also realized that America would

not be convinced of this loyalty unless it could be proven through military

service. For this reason, he encouraged many of the Nisei to prove their national

allegiance and volunteer to serve even whenthey hadbeendecl| ar ed r enemy

aliens. R

In January 1942, the Hawaii Territorial Guard (HTG) comprising students from

Uni ver si ty Resérve Pfficera Trainthg Corps (ROTC) was disbanded and

then reformed the following day without any Japanese American members. This

blatant exclusion of the Nisei was a slap in the face for these men who had

eagerly volunteered to defend their country. T he young men were

understandably angry and bitter. Hung counseled them and convinced them to

rturn the other c¢heek. Rusetiéion BduEmthonewith t hi r ty n

their concerns, and the Varsity Victory Volunteers was formed.

The VVV or asifbedarpe keownywaRa non -combat labor battalion
stationed at Schofield Barracks on Oahu. They were assigned to assist the 34
Army Division with various manual labor duties, which they willingly and
determinedly took on. Hung knew that the VVV was the perfect means through
which the Nisei men could turn the tide of prejudice against them, and he took
every opportunity to show off the unitSs wor
officials. In one instance in December 1942, Hung arranged it so that when
Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy visited military installations around
Oahu he would witness the VVV men working in the field. A few weeks later, the
call for volunteers to join an all-Nisei regiment, the 442 "4 Regimental Combat
Team, was announced, and the VVV disbanded so that the men could join the

442" as well as the Military Intelligence Service.
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The man who became known as the rFather of t
Hewas genuinely concerned about these young
ears, R and how they would cope with being so
strangers, many of whom were wary and even hostile towards people of

Japanese descent. He thus devoted himself to ensuring that the Nisei soldiers

were given fair and just treatment and that they were granted the opportunity to

prove their skill and loyalty to the US. The Emergency Service Committee

sponsored Hung to monitor the menfps journey
where they were to be trained. As the men made their way to San Francisco by

ship, Hung flew to the mainland and met with General DeWitt. He asked that the

men be treated as rAmerican soldiers, not pr
presence of armed gu ard escorts and asking for an overnight pass to San

FranciscoSs Chinatown for rmtodainneretrereso he coul

Before the Nisei men arrived i n the segregated southern city of Hattiesburg near

Camp Shelby, Hung also laid the groundwork to e nsure that they were treated

fairly. Some community members had already expressed outrage over the
presence of raka postiRy signs thdt teadi rGo homeandaps! R
writing editorials announcing that they were not welcome. Hung met with the

editor of the local paper and the Hattiesburg chief of police to set things right ,
informing them that the men, like other American soldiers, were volunteers

serving their country . By the time the men arrived, the anti-Japanese fervor had

largely dissipated. Hungalso made sure that the NiseiSs tra
Hawaii homes to the mainland South was as easy as could be possible during

wartime. He arranged for the 442 " to have their own USO and chaplains who

were of Japanese descent, which he thought woul d be a better fit for the men.

Upon returning to Hawaii, Hung spoke out to community and business

organizations, keeping them abreast of the 442 ™Ss pr ogress and prepa
local population forthe s o | d eventual &turn home. He wanted to ensure that

the menSs return t o adsmathaspodssibledHe made suted b e
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that there were jobs available and provid ed a scholarship fund to help returning
soldiers finish their education and training. Because of his constant support of
the Nisei, Hung was recognized for his efforts and became the first person to be

elected as an honorary member of the 442 " Veterans Club.

Writing about HungSs partveierannemberoivthe , Ted Ts
Varsity Victory Volunteers, the 442nd Regimental Comb at TeamSs 522nd Fi
Artillery Battalion , and the Military Intelligence Service, stated:

No one ever asked or requested Hung Wai Ching to render all this support
and assistance to the Nisei, nor was he ever adequately compensated for
the same, for which he never asked. He did not have to speak up nor
stand up to defend and affirm the loyalty of the Japanese in Hawaii, when
most others chose to remain silent, but he did so willingly and
courageously, in the face of peer criticism, racial animosity and wart ime

anxiety directed against the local Japanese.

The history of wartime Hawaii relating to the story of the fair, calm and
reasoned treatment of the Japanese in Hawaii, how the tragedy of mass
evacuation and internment was avoided in Hawaii, and how Ameri cans of
Japanese ancestry were restored the right to bear arms to fight for their
country and given the opportunity to prove their loyalty to Ame rica,
cannot be written or told without mentioning the service and contributions

of Hung Wai Ching in that hist orical process.

After the war, Hung enjoyed a successful business career, helping to found one

of Hawaii Ss major airlines,HeadvedaaitsAi rl i nes,
director for 25 years, retiring in 1971. He also served as an advisor and board

member for other key Hawaii organizations, including St. Francis Hospital, the

Honolulu Academy of Arts, the Hawaii Veterans Memorial Fund, and the

University of Hawaii Foundation.
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His contributions to Hawaii and its Japanese American community continue  to be
felt well after his death in 2002.
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Founding partner of the Institute of Pac ific Relations
(IPR), a non-governmental organization that worked
to foster relationships among Pacific Rim nations,
Minnesota native Charles F. Loomis (1887-1957)
was a strong proponent of Japanese American civil
rights. Loomis served as the chief morale officer for
he war,
the 7 s/

Hawai i Ss military govern

wor ki ng to foster raci al

various groups, and an ex -officio member of the Charles F. Loomis. Courtesy of the US
. . ] Army Signal Corps.

Emergency Service Committee in 1942, a Morale

Section subcommittee specifically for the Japanese community. In these roles, he

spoke out for the Japanese Americans, often attesting to their national loyalty.

Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Charles F rancis Loomis grew up in Missouri in a

family of five children. As ateenager,he attended Washington Univ
Manual Training School, the first such school that trained students in the use of

tools and the largest public high school in St. Louis. After graduating from high

school, he went on to Missouri University, receiving his degree i n 1911 from the
TeacherSs College there. At the time, he pl a
sciences at the Loomis Institute, a private secondary school in Connecticut  that

had been founded by relatives. Following his graduation, he served as a manual

training expert and football manager and coach at Missouri University.

But his life took a different turn, and h e instead moved to Honolulu, Hawaii, in

October, wi t h t he pl an t ¢a psogranr of actBuvitigssoSyolNg mek

who worked during the day , at the newly constructed Young MenSs Chri sti
Association (YMCA) building. The following year, i n 1912, he married Alice E.

Richardson, with whom he had three children

From 1911 to 1916, Loomis served as the B o y §V6rk director for th e YMCA in

Hawaii. He transferred to the Kauai YMCA to serve as the secretary there until

78



1919, after which he was the territorial secretary. At the YMCA, Loomis  worked

with the Hawaii Sugar Planters Association to develop social services for the

| slandsS plantati ons,whinohdvoud laferdevglopannaof st udy
full-fledged vocational agricultural program for the public schools. In the 1920s,

he worked with Frank Atherton, a business and co mmunity leader associated with

the YMCA, to found the Institute of Pacific Relations (IPR), an organization

dedicated to the research and study of issues concerning the Asia -Pacific region.

In 1925, he traveled to Japan, China, and the mainland to consult with other

officials who would become members of the IPR.

Loomis expressed an interest in race relations in the years following his arrival to

Hawaii. In his 1923 article on religious fellowship in Hawaii, published in the

Inter-Chur ch Fed e rleaterj BeMiand hoemissobserved that although

rwhite people and the oriental people are no
on terms of familiarity of their religious a
would find r t he cont ent meaed; nodetlingeof antagonism, no sense

of oppr essi onHisiwerkwith theaYMEAand IRR and his insight into

Hawai i Ss ethnic diversity matheCommiteeforhe per f e
Interracial Unity in Hawaii, a group of military and civi  lian leaders who worked to

promote harmonious racial relations . Formed in 1939, the committee was created
inanticipation of the USS entry in the war. 1
Wai Ching and high school principal Shigeo Yoshida, Loomis came up with  plans

to ensure that measures would be in place to maintain racial order.

Af t er t he ,endecSmberds, the three men, representing but not

limited to the Caucasian, Chinese, and Japanese ethnic groups, formed the core
of the Morale Section. A s the chief moral e officer for the military government
Loomis acted as a liaison between the Army and the civilian community to
maintain favorable relations among the various ethnic groups and to ease racial
tensions brought on by the war . In February 1942, the Section formed the

Emergency Service Committee, a subcommittee created to work specifically with
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the Japanese community in the Islands . The Morale Section was thus able to

work closely with Japanese Americans.

During the war, Loomis spoke openly and publicly on behalf of the Japanese in

the Islands. He attested to their national loyalty, fully understanding that the
rising anti -Japanese feeling threatened the well -being of the Japanese American
community. H e worked immediately to dispel any misco nceptions and rumors
about espionage activities by Japa nese Americans. Along with Hung and Yoshida,
he encouraged the Japanese American community to openly demonstrate their
patriotism and to advocate for their right to serve in the US military. The Section
encouraged Japanese Americans to show their loyalty by participating in the war
effort in whatever way they could, from purchasing war bonds to donating blood

to volunteering as firefighters.

Loomi sS work was key tormotntemltynemdi rotf aianil nd
that had characterized pre -war Hawaii but also supporting Japanese American s at

a time when their place within Island society was being threatened.
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The Strength of Many

Of all the public things that | have done in my likeal tbis as the most importdantas doing
something that | thought was right and that needed to be done anpanta=utasty popular at
the time, and | think it has made a lot of differen

-- John Nasonformer president of Swarthmore College and chairman of the student
relocation council, omesettling Japanese American studeduising World War Il, in 1998.

The success of this student relocation ptogjpsed pave the way for all evacuee families to
relocate out of the camps. It is difficult to assess the impact of thENdflaisR Tapanese
American Student Relocdfionndilprogram on the Japanese rikiaes as we are today. It is
immeasurable. But the work they did and their concern for my future has deeply affected the
course of my life.

-- Rhoda Nishimura lyoy# 1994. Topaz incarceree resettled to Vassar Colleg&d43
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The Philadelphia-based Am erican
Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
widely known as the Quakers, were
dedicated supporters of the Japanese
community in America from well before
the war. At the time of the forced
removal of thousands of Japanese
Americans from their homes along the
West Coast, AFSC members rallied

Among many other actions to help Japanese Americans, Qual
often gave Christmas gifts to the children in the camps. Courte
of the War Relocation Authority.

together in support of the Nikke |,
visiting many in the temporary detention
facilities and then later at the incarceration camps, providing moral support and
hope for the future. The AFSC established programs to move incarcerees from
the centers, locating universities in the Midwest and  East that would enroll Niser

students, and finding jobs and homes for others.

During World War I, the A merican Fiends Service Committee (AFSC), known
more commonly as the Quakers, began as an organization dedicated to offering
conscientious objectors a means to serve their country without committing to
military service. These young men performed various duties to support the war
effort in ways that were in line with their personal  beliefs, from working as
ambulance drivers to assisting with rebuilding war -torn areas in Europe. After the

war, the AFSC expanded its mission to ease human suffering around the world.

Prior to World War I, this mission intersected with the fates of  ethnic Japanese in
America. Well before the December 1941 attack on US Naval Base Pearl Harbor

in Hawaii changed the world of the Nikkei community in America, the AFSChad
already been working to ease anti -Japanese sentiment in the US. The

Immigration Act of 1924, which disallowed the entry of immigrants from Asia to

the US, had worsened a growing animosity against the Japanese already living in

America. The AFSC sought to promote a better understanding between

83



Americans and the Japanese, bringing represent atives from Japan to help ease

any racial tensions.

After Executive Order 9066 led to the forcible relocation of 110,000 people of

Japanese descent from their West Coast homes to incarceration centers in

remote areas in the Western states and Arkansas , the AFSC immediately went to

work to determine how bestto render aid . The Quakers visited the Nikkei

families in their homes and later in their temporary detainment facilities and at

the incarceration centers that woudsd be thei
They provided spiritual and moral support to many who were devastated by th e

turn of events and stunned by the treatment they were receiving from a country

that they had called their own , some for more than 50 years . Members brought

food and spoke out publically in support of the Nikkei. Several AFSC members

also lived permanently in the incarceration centers, serving as teachers, providing

translation helptothelssei, and | ooking into the I|living c¢
The work of the AFSC was a source of great encouragement for the Japanese

community , which r ealized that where there was hate and prejudice, there was

also kindness and a belief in equality among the races. The AFSC demonstrated

to them that not everyone was against them , and that t here were supporters

who sought to put an end to their discriminatory treatment.

The AFSC created two programs to help move Nikkei from the incarceration
camps back into mainstream society. The first was to relocate eligible students to
colleges and universities in the Midwest and East, outside of the exclusion zone,
where they could either begin or continue their studies that had been interrupted
by the war. At the req uest of the War Relocation Authority, the AFSC took on the
leadership of t he National Japanese American Student Relocation Council
(NJASRC) an organization created to resettle students in institutions of higher
learning. The program required a tremendous amount of work and dedication.
The NJASRChad to build relationships among various organizations, including

military and civilian agencies, the colleges and universities, churches, and

84



charities. They also had to secure the confidence of the Nikkei familie s and
convince them to release their children to  their care. The NJASRCworked to
identif y administrators at these institutions who would welcome Japanese
Americans to their campuses and screen potential candidates who would  prove
worthy of the limited spa ces that were made available. Not everyone opened
their doors to the incarcerees, whether because of racial prejudice or out of
concern that it would be too controversial within their communities. But a bout
600 institutions did, and at least 4,000 Japanese American young men and

women were able to | eave the rcampsR

Americans.

The other program involved finding jobs as well as housing in the Midwestern

and Eastern states so that Japanese Americans could work and li ve outside of the
incarceration centers. This program was no less involved than the first, and the
AFSC faced the challenging task of establishing the trust of the Nikkei families as
well as that of various businesses willing to hire Japanese Americans and then
communities willing to accept them R or at least tolerate them R within their
midst. In concert with other organizations and individuals, the AFSC set up

hostels for those released to live during their employment. It established hostels
in major cities i ncluding Chicago, Cincinnati and Des Moines in 1943, and then
another in Philadelphia in 1944. Later, it would also help these Japanese
Americans find permanent housing for themselves and their families who would
join them later. After the war, the AFSC wo uld also establish hostels in Pasadena

and Los Angeles to help families resettling in the area.

Seeing the end of the Japanese American incarceration was one goal the AFSC
hoped to attain. But its ultimate goal was even more challenging R to convince
Americans that the Nikkei community was in fact loyal to the United States, and

that the Issei were willing to assimilate into American culture.
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After the war, the AFSC continued to support the Japanese community, providing
aid to Japan and involving many Jap anese Americans within the US in the relief
effort. It would also continue its work to i mprove race relations, particularly
during the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s, in part using the lessons it

learned helping the Nikkei find a place in American soci ety during World War 11.

The contributions of the Quakers to the nat.i
are still strongly felt today. In a 1998 Philadelphia Inquirer interview, Edward

Nakawatase, who was born in 1943 at Arizona S Boston Relocation Center where

his parents were married and who then served as the AFSC national

representative of Indian Affairs, spoke about the bonds between Japanese

Americans and the Quakers. His mother, who recalled receiving a package of

baby cloth ing from the AFSC soon after his birth, donated a portion of her

reparation payment to the AFSC. Nakawatase said of the Quakers, ~~When

everyone else was running in the opposite direction, they responded quite

positively. There's enormous gratitude. R
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Following the end of the war, local
Monterey community members
banded together to show their support
of their Japanese American neighbors
who were set to return to the California
peninsula with the closing of the
Incarceration camps. In the spring of
1945, more than 440 people
representing the full spectrum of

Frank Manaka, right, sits in his Monterey home upon returnin:

American SOC/&'I‘J/pEl‘/I‘/O/?EO’ for a from the Poston incarceration camp. June 1945. Courtesy of
Charles E. Mace, War Relocation Authority.

rdemocratic way of | ifeR for returnees.

After incarcerees began to resettle in the area amid strong anti  -Japanese

sentiment, these supporters continued to petition for their fair treatment

Before the war ended, in December 1944, the Supreme Court ruled that the
government could not confine loyal Americans against their will. The following
month, the government rescinded the mass exclusion orders and announced the
shutdown of the incarcera tion centers that had detained more than 120,000
people of Japanese descent. These incarcerees, who had been forcibly removed
from their homes along the West Coast in 1942, were suddenly faced with the
daunting challenge of resettlement. Although by thist ime some 35,000
individuals had been allowed to resettle in areas in the Midwest and East through
work release or education programs, this was the first time that the West Coast

would be re-opened to the Nikkei.

But for most of the Japanese community, resettlement on the West Coast was
not a simple transition, and many did not feel the sense of relief and joy that

typically comes with the prospect of sudden freedom after a period of
confinement. The revacuationR of these
temporary detention facilities and then to the incarceration centers beginning in

February 1942 had been a shock to many, and the community was thrown into
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