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New York, NY – November 4, 2021 – The HISTORY® Channel announces its new one-hour 

documentary “Hidden Heroes: The Nisei Soldiers of WWII” premiering on Veterans Day 

Thursday, November 11 at 8PM ET/PT. From the Category Six Media™ group and Will 

Packer Media, the documentary tells the lesser-known, inspiring story of the Japanese American 

soldiers of WWII who fought for the ideals of American democracy and became the most 

decorated military unit for its size and length of service in United States history. 

 

“The HISTORY® Channel is committed to supporting veterans and military families and this year 

we are honored to tell the relatively unknown but incredible story of the Japanese American WWII 

soldiers,” said Eli Lehrer, Executive Vice President and Head of Programming for The HISTORY® 

Channel. “These veterans and American barrier breakers have made significant contributions to 

the fabric of U.S. society and their inspiring, courageous stories deserve to be told.” 

 

The Nisei, a term to describe second generation Japanese Americans, made up the 100th Infantry 

Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the Military Intelligence Service, a group of Nisei 

linguists and translators. They played a pivotal role in the Allied victory against the Nazis and are 

credited with shortening the war in the Pacific Theater and saving countless lives. But despite their 

courage, efforts, and influence on the battlefield, they still battled against fierce racism and 

discrimination at home in the U.S.  

 

Featuring sit-down interviews with experts and historians, and rarely seen first person interviews 

with the soldiers themselves, the special reveals the history of a group of soldiers whose story is 

seldom told, but whose perseverance and service to this country during WWII helped America 

succeed where others had failed. Also interviewed in the documentary is Dr. Mitchell T. Maki, 

President and CEO of Go For Broke National Education Center (GFBNEC), a nonprofit 

organization which educates the public on the valor of Japanese American veterans of World War 

II and their contributions to our nation. 
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Additionally, on Veterans Day, The HISTORY® Channel is joining together with Variety to 

premiere the special “Voices Magnified: Variety Salute to Service” on November 11 at 9pm 

ET/PT to pay tribute to veterans and military families. Hosted by Robin Roberts the special 

highlights incredible stories of veterans who sacrificed time and much more to serve their country, 

showing how veterans make the transition from military to civilian life and use their skills and 

experiences to chart a new path when they are no longer in uniform. 

 

The HISTORY® Channel is also continuing its partnership with Team Rubicon, a veteran-led 

disaster response organization, through its ongoing Honor A Vet initiative. Viewers are 

encouraged to share on social media a photo of a veteran in their life that has inspired them using 

#HonorAVet and tagging @HISTORY. For each submission shared on Instagram, Twitter or 

uploaded on www.history.com/honoravet, the network will donate $1 to Team Rubicon, up to 

$20,000. 
 

“Hidden Heroes: The Nisei Soldiers of WWII” is produced for The HISTORY® Channel by the 

Category 6 Media™ group. Sharon Scott, Kristy Sabat and Jessica Conway serve as executive 

producers for the Category 6 Media™ group. Ben Sherwood and Bruce Feiler also serve as 

executive producers. Will Packer and Kelly Smith serve as executive producers for Will Packer 

Media. Alex Hicks and Zachary Behr serve as executive producers for The HISTORY® Channel.  

 
About the HISTORY® Channel 

The HISTORY® channel, a division of A+E Networks, is the premier destination for historical 

storytelling. From best-in-class documentary events, to a signature slate of industry leading nonfiction 

series and premium fact-based scripted programming, the HISTORY® channel serves as the most 

trustworthy source of informational entertainment in media. The HISTORY® channel has been named 

the #1 U.S. TV network in buzz for seven consecutive years by YouGov BrandIndex, and a top favorite 

TV network by Beta Research Corporation. For a deeper dive, visit history.com or follow @history 

on Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.  For additional press materials visit the A+E Networks 

Press Center at http://press.aenetorks.com.  

About the Category 6 Media™ group 

The Category 6 Media™ group, through its divisions, specializes in the development and production of 

premium unscripted series and specials for the A+E Networks portfolio and the global marketplace. The 

group focuses on true crime series, limited documentary series, investigative documentaries, and quick-

turnaround specials across a range of genres for clients across the media ecosystem. 

About Will Packer Media  

Led by Hollywood producer Will Packer, Will Packer Media is a first-of-its-kind production and branded 

content company focused on the New American Mainstream audience. In partnership with Discovery, 

Inc. and Universal Pictures, the company produces episodic scripted and unscripted series across 

television and digital platforms, compelling content for brand clients, and short-form digital content for 

millennial audiences. Will Packer’s films have earned more than $1 billion, with ten opening at number 

one at the box office. 
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